Sidewalk Maintenance Standards (1,2)
Agreed upon by all 5 local jurisdictions in Santa Cruz County Dec 2010 for county-wide maintenance standards to be included in outreach materials.
	
	Vertical Separation
	Horizontal Separation
	Ramping
	Obstacles
	Cont-

inuous Width
	Surface

	All jurisdiction agreed upon standards
	Not exceed ½ inch
	Not exceed ½ inch
	(3)
	Sidewalk must be kept clear to the back of the sidewalk and at least 7’ tall, including  vegetation and protruding objects
	(3)
	Sidewalk surface must be firm, stable, slip resistant and debris-free

	SOURCES:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Capitola (4)
	Not exceed ½ inch
	Not exceed ½ inch
	Cross slope not exceed 2%
	3’ clearance around above- grade obstacles
	
	

	Santa Cruz (4)
	Not exceed ½ inch
	Not exceed 3/8 inch
	Not rise or dip 1” vertical to 8” horizontal in conjunction with a vertical separation
	No encroachment of ground cover or shrubs into sidewalk
	
	

	Scotts Valley (4)
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	
	

	Watsonville (4)
	Not exceed ½ inch
	Not exceed ½ inch
	Cross slope not exceed 2%
	Minimum of 36” clear around obstacle
	
	

	Unincorporated Count y (4)
	n/a
	n/a
	ADA compliance required
	ADA compliance required
	
	

	Corvallis, OR (4)
	Not exceed 1 inch
	Not exceed 1 inch
	Cross slope not to exceed ¾” vertical to 1’ horizontal
	n/a
	
	

	Fairfield, OH (4)
	Not exceed ½ inch
	Not exceed ½ inch
	Cross slope not to exceed ¾” vertical to 1’ horizontal
	Water/gas stop boxes must be at proper grade
	
	

	San Jose, CA (4)
	Not exceed ½ inch
	Not exceed 1 inch
	Not rise or dip 1” vertical to 8” horizontal in conjunction with a vertical separation
	n/a
	
	

	Access Board Draft Guidelines (ADAGG)
	Not exceed ½ inch
	Not exceed ½ inch
	Cross slope not exceed 2%
	Protruding objects shall not reduce clear width as required for ped access routes
	4’
	Firm, stable and slip resistant

	Access Board’s draft Pubic ROW Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) (5)
	Not to exceed ½ inch
	Not exceed ½ inch
	Cross slope not exceed 2%
	Protruding objects shall not reduce clear width as required for ped access routes
	4’
	


Notes: 

1. Chart covers maintenance only. New construction must adhere to current ADA standards 
2. Old/grandfathered construction must be improved to ADA standards at time of “major” improvements 

3. It was agreed that these items are not necessary to include in outreach materials for the general public

4. Jurisdiction standards came from each local ordinance or from the policies generally accepted by each governing agency
5. PROWAG standards most likely to be adopted at the federal, state and eventually the local level
n/a – not available
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