
    
  

        JOINT MEETING OF 
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY TRAFFIC OPERATIONS SYSTEMS (TOS) OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

AND 
SAFE ON 17 TASK FORCE 

 
Wednesday, March 7, 2012 

10:00-12:30 
 
 

 
 
 

 
1. Introductions 
 
2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda 
 
3. Approve Draft Minutes of the September 14, 2011 Joint TOS Oversight Committee and Safe 

on 17 Meeting (Page 1) 
 
4. Information Items (Ginger Dykaar) 

a. Safe on 17 Extra Enforcement Agreement (Page 6) 
b. Nomination of Safe on 17 for CTF Transportation Award (Page 8) 
c. SAFE Legislation (Page 22) 
d. FSP Program Update (Page 24) 
e. Monterey Bay Area 511 Planning Study Update (Page 26) 
f. Articles/Public Feedback (Page 29) 
 

5. California Highway Patrol – Safe on 17 Program Information  
a. Review Collision and Enforcement Statistics (San Jose) for the 3rd and 4th  

Quarters of 2011 and January 2012 (Lieutenant Bishop) (Page 37) 
b. Review Collision and Enforcement Statistics (Santa Cruz) for the 3rd  and 4th  

Quarters of 2011 and January 2012 (Officer Jackson) (Page 39) 
c. 2011 Highway 17 Extra CHP Enforcement Hours Public Information Activities 

(Officer Jackson and Lieutenant Bishop) (Page 41) 
d. Extra Enforcement Hours for the 3rd  and 4th  Quarters of 2010 (Ginger Dykaar) 

(Page 42) 
 

6. Caltrans District 4 Highway 17 Project Update  
a. Wet Weather Project Update (Shawn Enjily) (Page 43) 
b. Other Projects 
c. Maintenance Projects/Updates 

 
 
 

San Jose California Highway Patrol  
2020 Junction Ave. 
 San Jose, CA 95131 

    



    

 
7. Caltrans District 5 Highway 17 Project Update (Page 44) 

a. Guardrail/Drainage Projects (Siobhan Saunders) 
b. Laurel Curve Update  

i. Laurel Curve Collisions Update (Sarah Jackson) 
ii. Proposed Projects and Schedules (Deb Larson)  
iii. Traffic Count Data for Laurel Rd (Deb Larson) 

c. Response to Letter of Appreciation/Support to Caltrans (Ginger Dykaar)     
(Page 46)  

d. Other Projects  
e. Maintenance Projects/Updates 

 
8. Review Operations of TOS  

a. Transportation Management Center Update including Highway Advisory Radio 
(Ramin Bolourchian) 

b. Communications Update (Nicole Stewart) 
c. Review of CMS Activations Report and Sigalerts (James Richardson/Ginger 

Dykaar) (Page 47) 
d. Maintenance Updates (Caltrans) 

 
9.  Traffic Operations Systems Updates 

a. Hwy 1 and 17 TOS Equipment Update (Jacques Van Zeventer)  
i. CCTVs 
ii. Traffic Detection Equipment 
iii. Other 

 
10.  Additional Items 

 
11.  Next Meeting Date: Joint Safe on 17 Task Force & TOS Oversight Committee Meeting –    

Wednesday, September 12, 2012 10:00 to 12:30 at Santa Cruz County Regional 
Transportation Commission, 1523 Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

 
 



    

JOINT MEETING OF 
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY TRAFFIC OPERATIONS SYSTEMS (TOS) OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

AND 
SAFE ON 17 TASK FORCE 

DRAFT MINUTES 
Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

10:00-12:30 
 
 

 
 
 
TOS Oversight Committee and Safe on 17 Task Force Meeting Participants 
Amanda Snowden, San Jose CHP 
Ramin Bolourchian, Caltrans District 4 TMC 
Matt Olson, Santa Cruz CHP 
Susana Cruz, Caltrans District 5 Public Affairs (teleconference) 
Russell Ellingworth, Caltrans District 5 Maintenance 
Shawn Enjily, Caltrans District 4 Design 
Sarah Jackson, Santa Cruz CHP  
Dan Herron, Caltrans District 5 (teleconference) 
Julie Gonzalez, Caltrans District 5 (teleconference) 
Ernesto Raminez, Caltrans District 4 
Jose Velasquez, Caltrans District 4 
Bernard Walik, Caltrans District 4 
Pranav Shah, Caltrans District 4 Traffic Systems 
Earl Sherman, Caltrans District 4 Maintenance 
Tom Barnett, Caltrans District 5 
Colin Jones, Caltrans District 5 
Scott Morris, Caltrans District 5 
Lt. Bishop, San Jose CHP 
Joanna Fox, Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
Richard Blacksten, Caltrans District 4 
Frank Bauer, Santa Cruz Metro 
Donna Ziel, Representing Santa Cruz County Supervisor Mark Stone 
Janean Reynolds, San Jose CHP 
Mark Ballentine, Caltrans District 5 
Luis Mendez, Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 
Ginger Dykaar, Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 
 
1. Introductions – Introductions were made 
 
2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda – Item 6 was removed from the agenda. 
 
3. Reviewed and Accepted Minutes of the March 23, 2011 Joint TOS Oversight 

Committee and Safe on 17 Meeting  

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission  
1523 Pacific Ave. 

 Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
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4. Received Information Items  

 
Ginger Dykaar presented the following items. 
 
The 2010 Safe on 17 Annual Report was completed and distributed with the meeting packet. 
The report reviews the work done by the CHP, Caltrans, RTC, MTC and other stakeholders on 
the Highway 17 safety corridor. The number of injury and fatal collisions for 2010 was 164 
injury and 2 fatal which is just over our goal by one collision. Extra CHP enforcement was 
drastically reduced during 2010 due to the Governor’s directive to cease use of funds for 
overtime.  

 
The FSP program is running smoothly. Our state funding allocation for this year has not been 
determined yet but we were assured that it will be comparable to previous years. The RTC 
extended the current contract with Ladd’s towing for Hwy 17 for an additional 2 years which will 
allow us to procure contracts for both Hwy 1 and 17 at the same time reducing the staff work 
required.  
 
The RTC and TAMC have been working closely with ICx Consulting on a 511 feasibility study for 
the Monterey Bay Area. The recommendations will be presented to both boards this fall.   
 
The June episode of the RTC’s Community TV show (The Transportation Café) focused on 
Highway Safety. Deb Larson from Caltrans and Ginger Dykaar from RTC were interviewed by 
Randy Johnson – an RTC commissioner. Much of the discussion was about the Safe on 17 Task 
Force and the work that has been accomplished over the last decade by the various partners. 
Officer Shore from CHP also provided a public service announcement about safe driving 
practices.  
 
5. Received Update on California Highway Patrol  Safe on 17 Program Statistics and 

Public Information Efforts 
 
Lt. Bishop stated that the collision statistics for the San Jose side of Hwy 17 this year were 
slightly higher due to a moratorium on overtime from the Governor’s office particularly during 
wet weather months. Once the moratorium was removed, overtime citations were greatly 
increased and effective in reducing collisions. Regular citations were lower than typical in May 
and June likely due to training of new officers. 
 
Captain Olson stated that even though the funds for extra enforcement are local, the Governor’s 
office will not exempt these programs from the moratorium.  
Officer Jackson discussed the collision statistics for the Santa Cruz County side of Hwy 17. She 
noted that the moratorium on overtime occurred during the winter rainy season when extra 
enforcement typically is increased due to increased collision rates during rainy weather. Officers 
responded to an increase in collisions on the highway by increasing their enforcement during 
their regular time in order to make up for loss of overtime enforcement.  
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Santa Cruz CHP offers a Start Smart Driver Education class at least once per month. Safety on 
Highway 17 is always discussed. Safe Driving Practice Brochures will be handed out at the Santa 
Cruz County fair this week. San Jose CHP takes every option to promote safe driving practices 
particularly on Hwy 17 at public events. 
 
6. Item 6 FSP Service Schedule removed from agenda 

 
7. Received Update on Caltrans Process for Proposing Safety Projects  

 
Scott Morris, Caltrans District 5 Traffic Safety, discussed the Caltrans Highway Safety 
Improvement Program. This program ensures that funds will be spent on locations that will get 
the most benefit to highway users and is designed to reduce the severity and number of 
collisions on the highway. Caltrans keeps a database of collisions. Reports generated from this 
data include the Wet Collisions Report, Run off the Road Report, Wrong Way Collisions Report, 
and Cross Centerline Report. Investigations are triggered for locations where collisions go over 
a threshold and recommendations follow. If a project is recommended, funding could come 
from SHOPP or HSIP. Safety improvements are the top priority of SHOPP. After a project is 
initiated, project initiation and environmental documents are created. If a project is approved, 
the project moves onto design and construction. The typical timeline is 1 year for completion of 
the project initiation document, 1 year for the environmental document, 1 year for design, and 
1 year for construction for a typical size project.  

 
8. Received Update on Caltrans District 4 Highway 17 Wet Weather Project 

 
Shawn Enjily stated that the wet weather project is progressing well. Almost the entire northern 
half of the project has been completed. The median barrier, cross culverts, and drainage near 
barrier work is done. The contractor is working to complete paving before the weather gets 
below 50˚ F.  Construction on the southern half of the project has not begun. Public feedback is 
positive. People feel that delay during construction is worth the improvements. The project 
could be completed as early as February, 2012. 
 
9. Received Update on Caltrans District 5 Highway 17 Projects  
 
Susana Cruz, PIO from Caltrans District 5, stated that the contractor for the guardrail upgrades 
project from Scotts Valley to the summit has gone bankrupt and the project has gone out for 
rebid. The project should be completed in spring 2012. The Vinehill Wet Weather Improvement 
Project is 90% complete but the contractor also went bankrupt and the remainder of the 
projecthas gone out for rebid. The Santa’s Village Road Guardrail Project is going well and 
should be completed by the end of this calendar year. 
 
Scott Morris, Caltrans District 5, discussed the new candidate project on Hwy 17 which includes 
improvements to three locations between mile post (MP) 8.2 and 10.1: a shoulder widening and 
installation of a retaining wall near Sugar Loaf in the NB direction (MP 8.5/8.6), installation of 
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concrete guardrails and paving the pullout just south of Glenwood Cutoff in the SB direction (MP 
8.8/9.1), and shoulder widening to 10 feet and installation of a retaining wall in the NB direction 
north of Laurel Road (MP 9.5/9.7). The timeline for the project north of Laurel Road has been 
accelerated by 1 year and thus construction is planned to start July 2014. Construction for the 
other 2 locations is planned to start July 2015. A dynamic curve warning sign will be installed in 
the SB direction before Laurel Curve and a flashing beacon will be installed in the NB direction 
on the speed limit sign just north of Laurel Road. The sign and beacon are estimated to be 
installed by the end of 2012.   

 
Shawn Enjily mentioned that road improvements such as widening the shoulders and increasing 
the line of sight can give people the sense that they can go faster. Luis Mendez and Lt Bishop 
stated that this highlights the importance of enforcement and education to help ensure safe 
driving behavior. Luis suggested that the discussion about closing the median barrier at Laurel 
Road could be addressed again but realizes the difficulties with this solution. 
 
Captain Olson suggested increasing the length of the median barrier further towards the 
intersection of Laurel Road. Caltrans stated that would decrease the number of vehicles that 
could fit into the left turn lane and would decrease the line of sight for people coming out of 
Laurel taking a left to go southbound. Officer Jackson wondered what other solutions would be 
possible as this area is so dangerous. Traffic volumes for left turns onto Laurel and left turns 
from Laurel are small. Shawn said that an overpass for so few people is not feasible. Captain 
Olson stated that if the volume of traffic onto and off of Laurel Road is so small, why is there 
not a barrier given the number of collisions there. Discussion ensued on options for accessing 
the Laurel Road area, which was agreed are not much better.  

 
Ginger Dykaar reviewed the collision and planned projects map for the Laurel Curve area. 
Captain Olson communicated that the locations of collisions are not exact because the Officer at 
the collision takes a GPS reading at a safe location in the vicinity of the collision.  
 
Ginger Dykaar mentioned that in following up from the meeting in March, 2011 she drafted a 
letter to Caltrans from the Safe on 17 task force expressing appreciation for the improvements 
that have been made on Hwy 17 and support for the projects in the vicinity of Laurel Curve as 
the high collision rates in this area still warrant attention. The letter notes that the wider 
shoulder will also be beneficial to CHP and FSP operators so they can pull completely off the 
highway. Caltrans suggested adding Caltrans maintenance to agencies that would benefit from 
a wider shoulder. Officer Jackson stated that there were three officers (not two) that were hit 
by motorists in the vicinity of Laurel Curve.  The task force approved sending the letter to 
Caltrans.  
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AGENDA: March 7, 2012 

TO: Safe on 17 Task Force & Traffic Operation Systems Oversight Committee  
 
FROM: Ginger Dykaar, Transportation Planner 
 
RE: Safe on 17 Safety Corridor – California Highway Patrol Extra 

Enforcement 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Receive information on the authorization by RTC SAFE and MTC SAFE to continue 
funding CHP extra enforcement on the Highway 17 Safety Corridor through June, 
2015.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In 1998, the California Highway Patrol (CHP) initiated the Safe on 17 Program with 
the aid of a grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS). The OTS grant 
was available from March 1999 to March 2002. During that period, injury collisions 
were reduced by 34% on Highway 17 through a combination of enforcement, 
roadway improvements and a public information campaign.   
 
In 2002, RTC SAFE entered into a three-year cooperative funding agreement with 
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission Service Authority for Freeways and 
Expressways (MTC SAFE) and into a contract agreement with the CHP to continue 
providing extra CHP enforcement services on Highway 17. These agreements were 
initially extended for three-years through December 2008 and extended again for 
three and a half years through June 2012 at the same funding level. The goal of the 
funding agreement is to maintain the reduced collision rate achieved on Highway 17 
during the OTS grant period. In the current agreements, MTC SAFE provides 
$50,000 per year for extra CHP enforcement by the San Jose CHP office and RTC 
SAFE provides $50,000 per year for extra CHP enforcement by the Santa Cruz Area 
CHP office. The RTC SAFE funds, generated from a $1 fee on all vehicles registered 
in Santa Cruz County, are used to fund the extra CHP enforcement on Highway 17 
in Santa Cruz County as well as other SAFE programs. The current RTC agreements 
with CHP and MTC SAFE expire in June 2012. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Safe on 17 Program is still active today due to the interest of multiple agencies 
to continue to improve safety on Highway 17. The extra CHP enforcement is a 
critical component of this program. Since 2003, the extra enforcement by the Santa 
Cruz Area and San Jose CHP on Highway 17 has been funded by $50,000 from RTC 
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Safe on 17 Extra Enforcement        Page 2 
 

SAFE and $50,000 from MTC SAFE. During this period the cost of each hour of extra 
CHP enforcement has increased approximately 60%. As a result, fewer hours of 
extra CHP enforcement are leveraged by each agency’s $50,000 investment in the 
program. Despite the increase in extra enforcement hourly rates, staff did not 
recommend an increase to the funding amount for the extra CHP enforcement on 
Highway 17 at this time due to SAFE revenues remaining flat over the last decade 
and funding considerations for other SAFE funded programs. 
 
Based on the program’s continued success, the following has been approved: 
 
• RTC SAFE has authorized the continued funding at an amount of $50,000 per 

year for the Safe on 17 extra CHP enforcement for Santa Cruz CHP for three 
year’s (July 2012- June 2015) up to $150,000, plus the prior year program fund 
balances; and, 

 
• MTC SAFE has authorized the continued funding at an amount of $50,000 per 

year for the Safe on 17 extra CHP enforcement for San Jose CHP for three year’s 
(July 2012- June 2015) up to $150,000; 
 

• RTC SAFE and MTC SAFE have authorized the extension of the funding 
agreement between RTC and MTC and the RTC SAFE has authorized the 
extension of the extra enforcement contract between RTC and CHP to ensure 
Safe on 17 extra CHP enforcement for an additional three years (July 1, 2012 to 
June 31, 2015). 

 
• The Safe on 17 Task Force will continue to meet two times a year to discuss 

strategies for maintaining the reduced collision rate achieved during the Office of 
Traffic Safety Grant Period (1999-2002).  

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Safe on 17 funding and contract agreements for CHP extra enforcement on 
Highway 17 will expire in June 2012. RTC SAFE and MTC SAFE have approved to 
continue funding the Safe on 17 Program’s extra CHP enforcement on Highway 17 
through June, 2015. 
 

 
 

S:\TOS\TOS2012\March\PacketInfo\4a-Safeon17CHPExtraEnf-2012.docx 
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23rd Annual CTF Transportation Awards  
Nomination Form  
 

Download and Complete at www.transportationfoundation.org 
 
 

Form and Attachments Due March 1 at 4:00pm 
 
Nominator Name ____________________________________________________________  
 
Phone Number ____________________  Email ___________________________________ 
 
Nominator’s Physical Address ________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Awards may be given in any or all  categories at the discretion of CTF. In order to be considered you 
must complete the entire form.  Each application must be for one category only.  If you wish to nominate 
the same project for multiple categories, submit separate, d istinct applications for  each.  Additionally, 
CTF reserves the right to recognize extraordinary achievement beyond the listed categories.   
 
 
 
Check one.  
 

 Organization of the Year.  Nominate a company, government agency, non-profit 
organization, community group, etc. for statewide transportation achievement in 2011.   

 
Name of Organization _________________________________________________________  
 

Organization Contact Name ____________________________________________________ 
 

Phone _____________________________Email____________________________________ 
 
 

 Person of the Year.  Nominate a person who made an extraordinary contribution to California 
Transportation in 2010.  Examples include citizen activists, program or project managers,  
agency executives, and private, public and nonprofit organization staff, anyone other than an 
elected official.  For statewide transportation achievement in 2011.   

 
Name of Nominated Person _____________________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________________Email ___________________________________ 
 

 Elected Official of the Year.  Nominate a federal, state or local elected official in office, and 
for transportation achievement, in 2011.   

 
Name of Nominated Elected Official ______________________________________________  
 

Title ______________________________ Staff Contact______________________________ 
 

Staff Email _____________________________Staff Phone ___________________________ 
 
To continue People and Organizations go to page 4. For Projects and Programs see pages 2 
and 3.   

Award Categories 
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The CTF Transportation Awards recognize excellence in transportation.  We know that projects and programs are 
unique and can’t be judged by identical standards. The Awards jury, however, will be looking for the following as 
they judge the nominations, so make sure the following aspects are covered if they apply to your nomination.  If 
your project or program excels in some other way describe what made the project or program exceptional.  

 
• Project Impact (i.e. no. of people who directly benefit) • Project Need • Partnership • Innovative Financing    
• Sustainability • Technology Solution • Creativity/Innovation & Uniqueness                                                                      

 
 
 

Select one of the following categories. 
 

Freeway/Expressway – Multi-lane divided facilities with full or partial access control.   
 

Interchange – Provides grade-separated access between a local street and a freeway/expressway. 
 

Conventional State Highway – State Highway that serves as a connector between communities while 
providing local access.  
 
Local Street – A roadway with features such as traffic signals, street lights, and sidewalks. 
 

Structure – Carries highway or rail traffic above or below a transportation facility or waterway. 
 

Transit/Rail – Facilities which support bus transit, light, urban, commuter, intercity, or freight rail. 
  
Aviation – Airport-related infrastructure, including terminals, runways, and landside access. 
 
Pedestrian/Bicycle – Facilities which support bicycle, pedestrian, and equestrian modes of travel. 
 

Ports/Marine – Wharves, buildings, terminals, port-related rail facilities, and landside access. 
 

Other – Unique project not covered above.  
 
Project Name ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date Project was completed (cones off the road, all signage complete, etc.) and first open to the 
public________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
Select one of the following categories. 
 

Public Outreach – Stakeholder involvement and/or public communications in support of 
transportation projects/progams. 
 
Sustainable Transportation/Environmental Enhancement – Program that implements policies or 
improvements which enhance social, economic, and environmental sustainability or improvements.  
 
Operational Efficiency – Project or program that improves transportation operations through 
technological or management solutions.   
 
Other – Unique program not covered above.  
 

Program Name ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date Program became operational or was completed.___________________________________ 
Continued on page 3 

What the Jury is Looking For 

Program Award Categories 

Project Award Categories 
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Program Or Project Team. Tell us what jurisdiction(s), organization(s), consulting firm(s), community 
groups, etc. should be recognized as part of the winning team. Provide contact name, phone and email 
for each.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

125–Word Summary.  Provide a 125-word summary that will be used in the Awards Luncheon 
program should your nomination be an award winner or top three finalist.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued on page 4 
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Nomination Summary.  In the space provided describe your nomination, explaining why it should win. Tell us 
what extraordinary achievement the Organization/Person accomplished in 2011, or why the Program or Project is 
exceptional.  Use attachments for additional information. For multi-year programs describe the milestone achieved 
in 2011.  Do not use font smaller than 11 point.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Attachments.  Attach one copy of this application and supporting material, not more than ten pages, to CTF 
at sarah_west@transportationfoundation.org or CTF 581 La Sierra Dr. Sacramento, CA 95864.  Photos, which do 
not count toward the attachment limit, should be sent separately on CD or flash drive, also include one printed 
copy of each, none of which will be returned.  
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Attachment 2 
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Attachment 3 
 

2011 HIGHWAY 17 MONTHLY COLLISION DATA

 

 

 

*Historical monthly averages derived from 1999, when Safe on 17 was implemented, thru 
2010. 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

N
um

be
r o

f C
ol

lis
io

ns
 

2011 Santa Cruz CHP Collision Data  

PDO INJURY FATAL 
Historical PDO Average* Historical Injury Average* Historical Fatal Average* 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

N
um

be
r o

f C
ol

lis
io

ns
 

2011 San Jose CHP Collision Data 

PDO INJURY FATAL 

Historical PDO Average* Historical Injury Average* Historical Fatal Average* 

Safe on 17/TOS, March 2012 Page 14



Attachment 4 

2011 Highway 17 Monthly Citation Data 

 

 

 

*Historical averages are calculated from 2003 (Safe on 17 program implementation) thru 
2010 
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Attachment 5 
 
 

2011 Highway 17 Safety Improvements 
 

The Highway 17 guardrail project (Attachment 12) began construction in 2010 to 
upgrade guardrails at twenty-eight different locations between Scotts Valley and 
the Summit in Santa Cruz County (PM 6.1-12.5). Guardrail improvements include 
upgrading end treatments to current standards, replace/reconstruct metal beam 
guardrail, and replace some metal beam guardrail with concrete rail or K-rail. 
Guardrails can prevent vehicles from veering off the roadway or into oncoming 
traffic, or crashing against solid objects. This project is scheduled to be completed 
by spring 2012.  

Guardrail Improvement Projects  

 

In 2011, Caltrans continued 
construction on the Vine Hill 
Road Drainage Project (Figure 
1). This project includes super-
elevation correction, minor 
widening, and a new guardrail 
on Highway 17 near its 
intersection with Vine Hill Road 
(PM 7.14/7.25).  

Vine Hill Road Drainage Project   

 
 

In 2010, planning continued for the drainage systems upgrades, median barrier 
installation and pavement resurfacing along Highway 17 just north of the summit in 
Santa Clara County (PM 0.0/2.8, Figure 2). Reducing wet weather collisions is one 
of the goals of these improvements. Construction on this project began in late 
spring 2011 and is scheduled to be completed in 2012.  

Wet Pavement Correction Project  

 
 

The Santa’s Village Road New Guardrail Project will provide a wider southbound 
(outside) shoulder and construct a concrete guardrail in an area where no guardrail 
previously existed (PM 6.1/6.5 SB). The project requires the construction of a 
retaining wall to provide a new four foot shoulder. Caltrans began construction in 
2011 and the project will be completed in 2012. 

Santa’s Village Road New Guardrail  

 

Figure 1:  Vine Hill Drainage Project Improvements  
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Attachment 6 

CHP Start Smart Program 

 

In 2011, over 550 Santa Cruz teens and parents 
attended Start Smart classes put on by the 
California Highway Patrol. The Start Smart 
program teaches teens safe driving practices 
including how to drive safe on Highway 17. 
Typically, one to two classes are scheduled in the 
evenings per month and one to two presentations 
are made at local driving schools.  

 

 

 

CHP Officer Sarah Jackson teaching a Start Smart Class. Photo by John Williams, 
Santa Cruz Sentinel. 
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Attachment 7 
CHP Enforcement on Highway 17 

 

Officer Dave Moyer issues a citation. Photo by Tarmo Hannula, Register-Pajaronian. 

 

Officer Sarah Jackson issues a verbal warning. Photo by Tarmo Hannula, Register-Pajaronian. 
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A CHP Officer runs traffic breaks on Highway 17 to slow drivers down in the snow. This practice 
greatly reduces collisions during inclimate weather on this mountainous highway. Photo by 
Tarmo Hannula, Register-Pajaronian. 
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Attachment 8 

 

Laurel Curve Safety Project - Construction 

 

Laurel Curve Safety Project - Post construction 
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AGENDA: March 7, 2012 

TO: Safe on 17 Task Force & Traffic Operation Systems Oversight Committee  
 
FROM: Ginger Dykaar, Transportation Planner 
 
RE: SAFE Legislation  

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Receive information on the efforts of RTC Staff to increase funding for motorist aid 
programs.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In Santa Cruz County, the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 
(RTC) acts as the Service Authority for Freeway Emergencies (RTC SAFE). As the 
SAFE, the RTC levies a $1 annual fee on all vehicles registered in Santa Cruz 
County. These funds generate approximately $235,000 annually to implement a 
motorist aid system. The existing $1 SAFE fee has lost one-half of its value since it 
was established in 1986 due to inflation, while the demands on service authority 
programs have increased due to additional congestion and changing technologies.  
There is insufficient funding to maintain the existing successful safety programs, 
address increasing demand for motorist aid services, and take advantage of new 
technologies to reach travelers.  
 
The RTC SAFE fees are currently used for the following programs: 
  

o Call Boxes: RTC SAFE owns and operates a system of 122 call boxes along 
Highways 1, 9, 17, 129, and 152. Motorists use call boxes to request 
assistance or report incidents, especially in areas without cellular service.  

o Extra CHP enforcement: Highway 17 is a mountainous roadway that provides 
a unique safety challenge to motorists. SAFE-funded CHP enforcement has 
helped reduce fatal and injury collisions on Highway 17 by 40% in the past 
decade. Additional funding is needed to maintain this enforcement, as well as 
expand this program to Highway 129, which also experiences high incident 
rates.  

o Freeway Service Patrol: Tow trucks patrol Highway 1 and Highway 17 to 
reduce stop-and-go traffic and improve safety by assisting stranded 
motorists (changing flat tires, refilling radiators, providing a tow) and 
clearing collisions, debris, and incidents that causes 30-50% of all 
congestion.  

o Other Motorist Aid Services: Increased funds would allow the RTC to expand 
these programs, as well as utilize new motorist aid technology and strategies 
that facilitate quicker detection and removal of incidents, and provide better 
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Safe on 17 Extra Enforcement        Page 2 
 

communication amongst motorists and service providers, such as a 511 
program. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
RTC Staff is looking for a sponsor to propose a legislative bill that would authorize 
the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission Service Authority for 
Freeway Emergencies (RTC SAFE) or “service authority” to increase the SAFE fee by 
one dollar per vehicle on vehicles registered in Santa Cruz County (for a total SAFE 
fee of $2). RTC Staff met with Assemblyman Alejo staff to discuss whether 
Assemblyman Alejo would introduce a bill to the legislature in February, 2012. 
Unfortunately, Assemblyman Alejo was not willing to introduce SAFE legislation that 
would raise fees during these challenging economic times. RTC Staff will continue to 
look for a sponsor over the next year that would propose a bill authorizing the RTC 
SAFE to increase SAFE fees. The next time in which legislation can be proposed is 
February, 2013. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
RTC Staff are pursuing a sponsor to introduce legislation that would allow the RTC 
SAFE to increase the SAFE fee by one dollar per vehicle on vehicles registered in 
Santa Cruz County. 
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FSP Update– Page 1 

AGENDA: March 7, 2012 
 
TO:  Safe on 17 Task Force & Traffic Operation Systems Oversight Committee 

FROM: Ginger Dykaar, Transportation Planner 
 
RE:  Santa Cruz County Freeway Service Patrol Program Update  

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Receive an update on the Santa Cruz County Freeway Service Patrol Program. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) operates the 
Freeway Service Patrol (FSP) program in Santa Cruz County. This program consists 
of two tow trucks patrolling Highway 1 from Highway 9 to State Park Drive and 
Highway 17 from Granite Creek Road to the Santa Clara County Line. Both highway 
segments are patrolled during weekday commute periods. Traditionally, the 
Highway 17 segment is also patrolled on Sundays from 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm all 
year round and Saturdays from 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm during the summer. FSP tow 
trucks remove disabled vehicles from the highway at no cost to the motorists. The 
FSP program is designed to reduce congestion, improve safety, and reduce fuel 
consumption and auto emissions by minimizing the congestion associated with 
collisions and other incidents. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
FSP Funding 
 
Caltrans allocates funds to each FSP program based on a formula that includes 
population, freeway lane miles and congestion (daily vehicle-hours of delay). 
Caltrans requires a match of 25% from the administering agencies to support the 
FSP program. Historically, the FSP matching funds from Santa Cruz County have 
been about 35% and have been funded using a combination of Santa Cruz County’s 
regional share of State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) funds and 
Service Authority for Freeway Emergency (SAFE) funds.   
 
In FY09/10, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding and in 
FY10/11, Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP) funding were secured for 
the Santa Cruz County FSP program. The ARRA funds were fully spent in FY 10/11 
and the RSTP funds will be fully spent by the end of FY 11/12. The Caltrans funds 
are sufficient to continue FSP service only on Highway 17. Therefore, additional 
funds are needed to continue Highway 1 service. Because FSP service on Highway 1 
is a traffic management measure for the Highway 1 Soquel to Morrissey Auxiliary 
Lanes construction project, funds for the project should be available to continue FSP 
service on Highway 1 through the construction period (March 2013).  
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FSP Update– Page 2 

To continue FSP service on Highway 1 beyond FY 12/13, it will be necessary to 
secure additional funds for the program. The RTC has been working on the 
possibility of increasing the $1 Service Authority for Freeway Emergencies (SAFE) 
fee on registered vehicles in Santa Cruz County to $2. This fee has been in place 
since 1988 and it has never been increased. State legislation is required to increase 
the fee. The RTC will continue to submit FSP for funding to federal funding sources. 
In addition, the RTC will conduct a poll on the possibility of imposing a new $10 
vehicle registration for transportation funding. While there will be significant 
demand on such funding, if it ever gets approved by voters, FSP may be able to 
compete for these funds. 
 
Highway 1 and 17 FSP Contract 
 
The procurement process to contract tow operators for FSP service on Highway 17 
and on Highway 1 for the period beginning July 8, 2013 and ending July 7, 2017 
will begin this fall. The procurement for FSP service on Highway 17 and Highway 1 
will coincide in order to reduce staff time needed for the procurement of FSP 
services and to potentially increase the number of tow operators that will bid on the 
contract. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Additional funding is needed to continue FSP service on Highway 1. Funds from the 
Highway 1 Soquel to Morrissey Auxiliary Lane construction project may be available 
to fund FSP service on Highway 1 as a traffic management measure through the 
end of the construction period (March 2013). Beyond FY 12/13, it will be necessary 
to secure additional funds for FSP service on Highway 1. 
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AGENDA:  March 7, 2012 

TO:  Safe on 17 Task Force & Traffic Operation Systems Oversight Committee 
 

FROM: Tegan Speiser, Senior Transportation Planner  
Ginger Dykaar, Transportation Planner 

 
RE: Monterey Bay Area 511 Traveler Information System Feasibility Study  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Receive information on the results of the 511 Feasibility Study and the next stage of 
the Monterey Bay Area 511 System planning process – production of an 
implementation plan.   
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) and the 
Transportation Agency for Monterey County (TAMC) received a Caltrans Partnership 
Planning grant to prepare a Feasibility Study and Implementation Plan for a Monterey 
Bay Area 511 Traveler Information System (The 511 Plan). The consulting firm, ICx 
Transportation Group, was contracted to assist with the preparation of the report.  
 
A wide range of traveler information can be provided over a 511 system, including 
real-time traffic conditions on highways and roads; transit schedules and real-time 
transit arrival information; carpool matching services; bike/pedestrian resources; and 
transportation impacts from weather, special events and emergency situations. 511 
can be accessed by phone, internet, and mobile devices.   
 
Traveler information systems can benefit the transportation system and its users by 
optimizing the use of the existing transportation infrastructure enabling people to 
make more informed choices for how and when they travel, increasing customer 
satisfaction with the transportation system by providing easy access to a wide variety 
of traveler information in a single location, fostering sustainability and reducing 
greenhouse gases, and enhancing the economy by helping to move residents, visitors 
and goods more efficiently. 
 
As of today, 511 is available in 35 states. In California, regional 511 systems exist in 
the San Francisco Bay Area, Sacramento, Northern California, Los Angeles, the Inland 
Empire, San Luis Obispo, and San Diego, with San Joaquin County soon to join the 
Sacramento system. A Monterey Bay Area 511 system could close the gap in traveler 
information services on the Central Coast.  
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Monterey Bay Area 511 Traveler Information System    Page 2 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Public Input 
 
Part I of The 511 Plan, the Feasibility Study, investigated the need for a traveler 
information system for the Monterey Bay Area by conducting approximately 60 
stakeholder interviews and collecting around 200 public opinion surveys. Interviews 
were conducted with representatives of numerous stakeholder groups including 
elected officials, business organizations, agriculture, employers, law enforcement, 
tourism, and community groups. The majority of people who participated in interviews 
or who took the survey expressed an interest in a 511 traveler information system. 
From the outreach, the information most desired was real-time traffic conditions, but 
there also was interest in many other kinds of traveler information including collisions, 
construction, transit schedules, real-time transit and emergency information as well as 
multi-modal resources for biking and walking. Despite the recent proliferation of 
private websites and apps, the need for centralized, reliable multi-modal information 
that can be updated quickly in response to emergencies was identified. The 
stakeholders and the public expressed interest in receiving the information via a 
website, phone and mobile devices.  
 
Evaluation of Models 
 
As part of the Feasibility Study, the project team identified a number of models that 
can be used to deliver traveler information to the public. The various models are: 
contracting for full deployment of a 511 system (phone and web), including acquiring 
new data where needed; building a 511 system in-house; sharing resources with 
another 511 system; creating a web-based traveler information hub bringing together 
existing information currently available in many different locations; building an 
advertiser and/or sponsor-supported system with no public costs; and doing nothing.   
 
To help determine which model can best meet the needs of a 511 system for the 
Monterey Bay Area, each model was set against evaluation criteria measuring the cost 
to deploy and operate a system, the ranges of functionality available, and the 
expandability and scalability of a system. In addition, factors such as the level of risks 
involved and how well user needs would be met were used in the evaluation process.   
 
Key Findings and Next Steps 
 
This study found that there is a need for a 511 traveler information system and that it 
is feasible to implement such a service for the Monterey Bay Area. The analysis 
further determined that a deployment that takes advantage of existing resources and 
makes traveler information available in a centralized location would add significant 
value at a relatively low cost.  
 
Specifically, a partnership between the RTC and TAMC and either the Bay Area’s 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) or the Sacramento Area Council of 
Governments (SACOG) was found to be the most suitable, cost-effective way to 
deliver 511 services to the region. By using their existing 511 system’s infrastructure, 
a partnership with either MTC or SACOG would provide the Monterey Bay Area with a 
511 phone system, a website with a traffic map and multimodal transportation 
information, along with personalized route reports, and text and email notifications for 
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Monterey Bay Area 511 Traveler Information System    Page 3 
 
subscribers. The phone system would include CHP incident data, Caltrans construction 
locations, and emergency information (and in the case of MTC, travel times). The 
traffic map web page would include color-coded traffic speeds and congestion data, 
transit routes and stops, CHP incidents, Caltrans construction locations, closed caption 
TV videos, changeable message sign messages, and emergency information. The 
website would also include multimodal information such as a transit trip planner, 
rideshare information, and bicycling and pedestrian resources.  
 
Part 2 of this project, developing a 511 Implementation Plan, will further refine the 
selected features as well as develop a phasing plan for implementation which could 
potentially affect the amount and timing of funds needed. Building and implementing 
a 511 system can qualify under a variety of transportation funding sources, but 
resources available for on-going operations costs are more limited. Staff will return to 
a future RTC meeting with information about potential funding options. 
 

Another key finding is to proceed with Part 2 of this planning effort, the 
Implementation Plan, which will lay out the next steps required to pursue a 
partnership among RTC, TAMC and SACOG or MTC for launching a 511 system for the 
Monterey Bay Region. This will entail: refining costs and obligations for each 
participating entity; defining specific services to be rendered; pursuing funding 
sources; developing agreements with partners; refining the schedule for phased 
implementation; and developing marketing and outreach strategies. The 
Implementation Plan is expected to take approximately 6 months to complete. The 
RTC has approved moving to the next stage of the Monterey Bay Area 511 System 
planning process – production of an implementation plan.   
 
The complete Monterey Bay Area 511 Feasibility Study can be found online at 
http://sccrtc.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/draft-511-feasibility-study.pdf.  
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Feasibility Analysis for a 511 Traveler Information System for the Monterey Bay 
Area has shown that it is feasible to implement a 511 system in our region by 
partnering with either the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) or the 
Bay Area’s Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) using these systems’ 
existing 511 infrastructure. This partnership would provide the Monterey Bay Area 
with a 511 phone system, a website with a traffic map and multimodal transportation 
information, along with personalized route reports, text and email notifications for 
subscribers. The next phase of this planning effort, the implementation plan, will lay 
out the next steps required to pursue a partnership among RTC, TAMC and SACOG or 
MTC for deployment of a 511 system for the Monterey Bay region and further analyze 
costs and phasing. The RTC has approved proceeding to the production of an 
implementation plan. 
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CHP officer struck by car on Highway 17 
near Scotts Valley  
By Shanna McCord - Santa Cruz Sentinel  
Posted:   02/11/2012 05:46:43 PM PST  
 
SCOTTS VALLEY - A California Highway Patrol officer sitting in his vehicle was struck by a 
car that lost control on the rain-slick Highway 17. 

The accident happened about 10:30 a.m. Saturday on southbound Highway 17 just south of 
Glenwood Drive. 

The officer had pulled over to help a motorist who was involved in a single-car accident, CHP 
officer Grant Boles said. 

The officer was sitting in his patrol car waiting for a tow truck to arrive when another vehicle 
spun out and hit the officer's car, Boles said. 

The officer was treated for minor injuries at Dominican Hospital. 

No one was arrested. 

 

CHP offers seniors driving tips  
By Stephen Baxter - Santa Cruz Sentinel  
Posted:   02/20/2012 08:04:23 PM PST  
 
SCOTTS VALLEY — A few years ago, California Highway Patrol officer Sarah Jackson was 
driving on Highway 17 near Pasatiempo Drive when she spotted an older woman doing about 30 
mph in the slow lane. Hoping to save the woman from being rear-ended by a faster driver, 
Jackson flipped on her sirens and followed the woman until she pulled over. 

When Jackson tried to talk to her, the older woman fumbled with the button on the door to roll 
the window down. At that point, it was clear that her driving skills were waning, Jackson said. 

“I don't mind a slow driver, but 30 on the freeway is concerning,” said Jackson. 

To help keep seniors' driving skills sharp, the California Highway Patrol will start a series of 
two-hour classes in March aimed at drivers ages 65 and older. The first class, called Age Well, 
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Drive Smart, was funded by a $271,00 grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety and the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 

A private group of retired Marines will hear the presentation at Bruno's Barbecue in Scotts 
Valley on March 3. The CHP is looking for other groups to sign up for the presentation. 

“All of us will face changes in our physical, visual and/or mental abilities down the road. 
However, medical, physical and emotional conditions can affect safe driving abilities at any 
age,” Department of Motor Vehicles Director George Valverde wrote in a recent guide for senior 
drivers. 

Jackson said it is not uncommon in the county for officers to pull over older drivers and write 
tickets for medical evaluations. Prescription drug use also can weaken driving skills and have 
been a cause of driving under the influence, Jackson said. 

Once a physician determines the driver's health, the doctor then recommends changes to the 
DMV such as a restricted driver's license for only daytime driving or not driving on highways. 

“The whole goal is to keep everybody safe,” said Jackson. 

Because seniors typically resist giving up driving, CHP officers said family of older drivers can 
help by offering them rides or arranging alternative transportation, like a bus. 

“Be available to give them a ride,” Jackson said. 

Follow Sentinel reporter Stephen Baxter on Twitter @sbaxter_sc 
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Roadshow: Highway 101-Tully Road and 
Highway 17 work to end months ahead of 
schedule  

By Gary Richards 
grichards@mercurynews.com  

Posted:   02/08/2012 06:32:09 PM PST  
Updated:   02/10/2012 09:32:04 AM PST  

Q When will construction end at Highway 101 and Tully Road? ... When will the new pavement 
start to go down on Highway 17? The current state of the road between Lexington Reservoir and the 
Summit has become very rough since construction started a few months ago. Driving a car with stiff 
suspension, like my own, is almost unbearable. 

Bob Brasher, Nick George and many more 

A I bring really good news. The new Tully interchange and work on 17 could be done in May, 
several months ahead of schedule for both projects, says Caltrans. 

Tully will be seven lanes wide -- three lanes in each direction plus a merging lane. Six-foot bike 
lanes will be striped on the overpass and sidewalks will be widened from 5 to 10 feet. And there 
will be an extra lane on south 101 to Yerba Buena Road. 

The 17 project will improve drainage and repave the section south of Summit Road with asphalt 
that will prevent water from pooling on the road. The underground drainage portion is done on 17. 
Caltrans needs to grind and pave in dry, warm weather; hence, the May time frame for both jobs. 

Roadshow: Drivers making illegal turn out of 
Cats restaurant on Highway 17  
By Gary Richards 
grichards@mercurynews.com  
Posted:   02/06/2012 06:03:21 AM PST  
Updated:   02/06/2012 06:29:09 AM PST  
 
Q Traffic problems have started on Highway 17 with the reopening of the Cats restaurant in Los 
Gatos, and I'm expecting some nasty collisions. A few nights ago, a car was seemingly waiting to 
enter south 17 from the Cats and as I drove by, what does the driver do? He swings around the 17 
south turn lane and dives across the highway to turn north on 17, which is illegal. Horns were 
honking. 
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The intersection has been designed to keep drivers leaving the Cats from getting back on 17 north, 
but if you bob and weave enough, and don't give a damn about speeding drivers in both directions, 
you just might make it. 

I'm very pleased the Cats is back in business. But 17 is dangerous enough without drivers leaving 
the restaurant making this illegal move to save a couple of minutes to go north. The correct move is 
to turn right and go south to the overpass at Lexington and then head back to north 17. 

That overpass is named for Gillian Cichowski, a beloved teacher who was killed turning from south 
17 onto the road to Lexington school in 1992. I really don't relish the prospect of reading about 
more accidents at this location. Given what I saw in one drive, I am sure it is only a matter of time. 
Can you put these doofuses on notice? 

Lynne Jolitz 
Los Gatos 

A Yes, I will. You raise a very valid concern. There is a northbound left-turn lane on Route 17 for 
motorists to turn into the Cats driveway. But drivers coming out of the Cats are prohibited from 
making a left turn back onto north 17. There's a "No Left Turn" sign and Caltrans installed 
channelizers on the striping to block off the Cats driveway for motorists wanting to go north for 
safety reasons. 

I've notified the CHP of this, and Caltrans will look and see what else can be done. My advice to 
drivers: Read the signs and don't try to save a minute or two by making that illegal left turn out of 
the Cats. The risks are too great. 

Roadshow: Signs advising trucks not to pass 
on Highway 17 are not permitted  
By Gary Richards 
grichards@mercurynews.com  

Posted:   01/02/2012 12:00:00 AM PST  
 
Q I have commuted over Highway 17 into San Jose quite a lot the past 20 years. One thing I have 
noticed that hasn't been addressed is the behavior of certain truck drivers who, although not capable 
of going over 35 mph, try to pass another truck going 36 mph. During commute hours, this can back 
up traffic for a mile or more. There are signs that say "Trucks use Right Lane" on 17, but does this 
include passing? If not, why can't the signs be changed to "Trucks Use Right Lane Only, No 
Passing?" Seems to me this would end a dangerous practice. 
Reid Bourdet 
Ben Lomond 

A This is a no-go. Caltrans says only signs included in the California Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices may be considered for use on state highways. The "Trucks Use Right Lane" sign is 
included, but there are no signs in the manual to prohibit trucks from passing. 
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However, Sarah-the-CHP-Lady says that in the situation you described she would likely issue a 
citation to the passing driver for impeding traffic. 

Q On a recent trip to Santa Cruz during the day, I noticed 40-mph speed limit signs after you get 
past the Bear Creek Road area and before you enter the construction zone. These signs are white 
and do not stand out like a reduced speed construction area should. Needless to say, if I obeyed the 
"posted" speed limit I would have literally been run over, even in the slow lane. The question: Is the 
40-mph speed limit in the construction zone enforced day and night or only when construction is 
going on? If so, shouldn't the signs stand out a little more? 
Russ Hills 
San Jose 

A The 40 mph limit is in effect day and night, as lanes have been narrowed from 12 to 11 feet for 
the construction now going on, and because the curves make it tough to see ahead and in some 
places shoulder space is very tight or nonexistent. 

Now brace yourself. When crews are out at night, and the road is reduced to one lane each way, the 
speed limit drops to 30 mph. It will be raised back to 50 mph when work ends next year.  

12/5/11 

Q I frequently travel to the Santa Clara Valley on Highway 17, where Caltrans has made 
many improvements in recent years. It is now a safer road than at any time I can remember. 
However, why does Caltrans find a reason to block one or more lanes almost every workday? 
I am referring to daytime hours (not the work being done at night). Is it because Caltrans 
needs to keep its work crews busy (job security)? Do crews like to work in this scenic 
environment? Does Caltrans need to justify all of its equipment stationed in this area? Does 
Caltrans like to see how large of a backup it can create before reopening the lanes? Or all of 
the above? - Steve Gibbs, Santa Cruz 
A Such a cynic. The state is building retaining walls and a concrete barrier on southbound 17 
near Santa's Village. The contractor is allowed to have one lane closed southbound from 8 
p.m. to 3 p.m. and one lane northbound from 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
In the last couple of weeks, however, maintenance workers have been making some 
emergency pavement repairs. They are allowed to do that at any time. 
 
Updated: 12/07/2011 12:08:23 PM PST 
Q Why oh why are there no working metering lights on the onramps to Highway 17 at 
Highway 9 in Los Gatos? Traffic always backs up on 17 below Lexington Reservoir near the 
Los Gatos exit because of the poorly designed (ancient) ramps at Highway 9. Every onramp 
after this has lights, and the one at Bear Creek Road has meters, too. - Steve Reid 
A When your email rolled in, I almost zapped this into my delete file. For years, I've been 
told nothing is planned and this really ancient interchange would seemingly never be 
improved. That has changed. Caltrans now says it wants to install meters and widen the ramp 
from Route 9 to northbound 17. It is now in preliminary design and could get funding in ayear or so 
for construction. 
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Another safety issue, but for Hwy 17: It is so very difficult to see the lane you're in 
when oncoming car's headlights are blinding you. This is terribly worse when the 
roads are wet and lane markings are obscured. My solution? Those green fiberglass 
strips glued on top of the center divide that blocks the oncoming lights, could be run 
all the way up Hwy 17. Granted, it would be expensive, but what are lives worth? 
Especially on a road where 12 inches of mistaken drifting from your lane means dire 
consequences. 

 Chad Peevyhouse 

San Jose 
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   San Jose Area CHP Collision Summary for SR-17 (Beat 171)

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

JANUARY PDO 53 25 24 13 9 12 18 11 19 11 8 5 9 17
INJURY 17 15 8 2 2 5 8 3 2 6 5 4 4 3
FATAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 70 40 32 15 11 17 27 14 21 17 13 9 13 20

FEBRUARY PDO 31 23 32 7 11 8 11 10 7 14 14 12 6 11
INJURY 6 14 10 2 5 2 7 5 4 6 6 6 5 2
FATAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 37 37 42 9 16 10 18 15 11 20 20 18 11 13

MARCH PDO 29 18 20 20 5 17 10 19 13 11 5 14 11 17
INJURY 18 9 7 5 5 5 9 3 3 3 3 2 5 4
FATAL 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 47 27 28 25 10 22 19 22 16 14 8 16 16 21

APRIL PDO 24 15 23 12 16 16 9 11 15 5 8 10 9 10
INJURY 11 7 3 3 4 7 5 4 7 7 3 5 6 3
FATAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0
TOTAL 35 22 26 15 20 23 14 15 23 12 12 15 15 13

MAY PDO 40 16 27 16 9 5 13 13 10 5 5 16 11 10
INJURY 14 3 10 5 3 2 6 6 7 0 7 5 4 4
FATAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 54 19 37 21 12 7 20 19 17 5 12 21 15 14

JUNE PDO 19 16 17 12 17 10 6 9 13 9 3 13 15 16
INJURY 13 7 4 3 4 3 4 3 2 3 4 2 3 4
FATAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 32 23 21 15 21 13 10 12 15 12 7 15 18 20

JULY PDO 10 16 18 12 15 13 17 15 10 9 8 7 16 14
INJURY 10 7 5 4 4 4 6 1 5 3 6 2 7 5
FATAL 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
TOTAL 20 23 23 17 19 17 23 16 15 12 14 9 24 19

AUGUST PDO 19 23 14 13 15 12 9 13 9 13 10 9 8 14
INJURY 4 7 5 7 3 6 4 2 1 2 7 2 8 6
FATAL 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 23 30 19 21 18 18 14 15 10 15 17 11 16 20

SEPTEMBER PDO 21 12 20 21 3 11 10 6 5 8 10 7 10 9
INJURY 6 6 10 4 4 5 4 3 0 1 2 0 4 1
FATAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 27 18 30 25 7 16 14 9 5 9 12 7 14 10

OCTOBER PDO 12 27 14 18 12 19 17 21 13 14 10 8 30 14
INJURY 11 4 2 7 2 2 5 8 5 6 3 3 2 5
FATAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 23 31 16 25 14 21 22 29 18 20 13 11 32 19

NOVEMBER PDO 38 31 16 16 10 22 12 11 11 7 20 11 12 9
INJURY 12 15 4 1 4 6 3 8 6 3 9 1 6 4
FATAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 50 46 20 17 14 28 15 19 17 10 29 12 18 13

DECEMBER PDO 10 12 15 15 23 20 16 16 10 13 20 11 7 8
INJURY 7 7 6 5 5 6 6 6 7 4 3 4 7 1
FATAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 17 19 21 20 28 26 22 22 17 17 23 15 14 9

TOTAL PDO: 306 234 240 175 145 165 148 155 135 119 121 123 144 149
TOTAL INJURY: 129 101 74 48 45 53 67 52 49 44 58 36 61 42

TOTAL FATALITIES: 0 0 1 2 0 0 3 0 1 0 1 0 1 0
TOTAL COLLISIONS: 435 335 315 225 190 218 218 207 185 163 180 159 206 191
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San Jose Area CHP SR-17 Citation Summary (Beat 171)

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

January PCF 173 178 258 174 172 102 126 96 PCF 129 0 0 0 129 0 0 0

Other 49 67 36 45 37 26 20 32 Other 27 0 0 0 29 0 0 0

Mechanical 9 7 15 6 8 5 2 3 Mechanical 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

TOTAL 231 252 309 225 217 133 148 131 TOTAL 156 0 0 0 169 0 0 0

February PCF 182 224 258 131 95 78 109 94 PCF 51 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Other 30 89 38 31 26 34 23 7 Other 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mechanical 23 1 6 7 6 1 4 2 Mechanical 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 235 314 302 169 127 113 136 103 TOTAL 63 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

March PCF 399 274 197 302 158 115 114 101 PCF 33 5 0 75 80 0 0 85

Other 167 71 75 20 29 32 6 15 Other 3 6 0 3 3 0 0 20

Mechanical 4 2 18 1 12 6 1 10 Mechanical 4 1 0 5 14 0 0 14

TOTAL 570 347 290 323 199 153 121 126 TOTAL 40 12 0 83 97 0 0 119

April PCF 259 303 216 108 154 121 110 199 PCF 98 46 0 0 0 0 0 185

Other 84 104 69 15 31 40 28 9 Other 26 14 0 0 0 0 0 31

Mechanical 7 2 4 4 1 4 2 42 Mechanical 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11

TOTAL 350 409 289 127 186 165 140 250 TOTAL 124 60 0 0 0 0 0 227

May PCF 289 206 306 325 176 252 242 154 PCF 69 41 0 185 0 0 0 119

Other 174 77 72 17 36 88 30 36 Other 1 16 0 15 0 0 0 1

Mechanical 5 7 2 2 3 13 6 33 Mechanical 1 1 0 14 0 0 0 21

TOTAL 468 290 380 344 215 353 278 223 TOTAL 71 58 0 214 0 0 0 141

June PCF 343 304 307 346 90 153 267 91 PCF 0 47 91 192 0 0 50 33

Other 100 120 62 33 32 29 42 12 Other 0 3 6 5 0 0 0 0

Mechanical 7 7 7 1 1 10 6 11 Mechanical 0 1 5 3 0 0 0 5

TOTAL 450 431 376 380 123 192 315 114 TOTAL 0 51 102 200 0 0 50 38

July PCF 222 161 233 223 201 169 174 87 PCF 36 78 0 70 129 153 0 39

Other 149 108 63 25 24 32 46 18 Other 11 18 0 3 1 2 0 3

Mechanical 11 5 3 2 3 2 6 7 Mechanical 2 0 0 7 1 5 0 12

TOTAL 382 274 299 250 228 203 226 112 TOTAL 49 96 0 80 131 160 0 54

August PCF 187 388 180 178 249 248 124 76 PCF 26 90 0 116 204 0 0 42

Other 113 125 45 12 35 36 32 21 Other 0 12 0 6 1 0 0 4

Mechanical 6 6 3 1 6 2 8 18 Mechanical 2 0 0 8 8 0 0 8

TOTAL 306 519 228 191 290 286 164 115 TOTAL 28 102 0 130 213 0 0 54

September PCF 258 292 252 188 80 300 125 37 PCF 69 176 12 40 0 285 0 68

Other 113 86 52 19 28 58 42 13 Other 27 36 0 5 0 8 0 12

Mechanical 3 1 8 0 2 12 7 21 Mechanical 1 1 1 15 0 69 0 19

TOTAL 374 379 312 207 110 370 174 71 TOTAL 97 213 13 60 0 362 0 99

October PCF 220 214 230 232 105 223 115 101 PCF 64 90 246 0 0 52 0 49

Other 59 30 98 21 26 45 27 17 Other 11 31 13 0 0 2 0 2

Mechanical 5 2 3 3 2 10 7 11 Mechanical 0 1 30 0 0 30 0 15

TOTAL 284 246 331 256 133 278 149 129 TOTAL 75 122 289 0 0 84 0 66

November PCF 170 282 322 372 63 371 79 56 PCF 85 103 199 352 18 347 0 45

Other 101 28 81 31 40 69 17 2 Other 13 40 11 19 0 9 0 11

Mechanical 9 6 14 1 2 13 1 5 Mechanical 0 11 19 34 0 98 0 16

TOTAL 280 316 417 404 105 453 97 63 TOTAL 98 154 229 405 18 454 0 72

December PCF 107 169 116 292 626 150 121 90 PCF 46 93 222 330 621 0 0 7

Other 47 37 36 38 62 13 49 10 Other 3 16 5 5 19 0 0 10

Mechanical 3 3 2 16 23 4 4 12 Mechanical 0 1 11 36 66 0 0 27

TOTAL 157 209 154 346 711 167 174 112 TOTAL 49 110 238 371 706 0 0 44

Overtime CitationsRegular Citations
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Santa Cruz CHP Collision Summary for SR-17

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
JANUARY PDO 40 28 17 14 18 26 21 32 34 19 22 16 24 11

INJURY 27 10 8 5 9 12 6 6 10 9 6 9 13 9
FATAL 1 1 1 1 1 0
TOTAL 68 39 25 19 27 39 27 38 44 28 28 26 38 20

FEBRUARY PDO 36 19 43 14 17 35 41 45 25 28 31 16 20 15
INJURY 6 9 9 5 4 9 16 17 4 10 9 15 4 7
FATAL 1 1 0 0
TOTAL 42 29 52 19 21 44 58 62 29 38 40 31 24 22

MARCH PDO 21 25 26 22 29 23 11 38 35 18 17 13 26 26
INJURY 11 12 6 5 11 9 7 16 14 2 6 13 7 14
FATAL
TOTAL 32 37 32 27 40 32 18 54 49 20 23 26 33 40

APRIL PDO 39 27 13 24 22 59 16 45 41 22 20 18 28 18
INJURY 14 8 9 5 7 16 4 11 11 7 10 12 6 4
FATAL 1
TOTAL 54 35 22 29 29 75 20 56 52 29 30 30 34 22

MAY PDO 43 13 25 19 13 24 15 39 16 24 10 12 26 18
INJURY 25 9 15 13 7 11 5 13 8 9 5 16 8 7
FATAL 1 1 1 1
TOTAL 69 23 40 33 20 35 20 52 25 33 15 28 34 25

JUNE PDO 23 12 15 14 11 23 6 24 13 15 10 13 11 9
INJURY 11 5 3 2 6 4 2 3 6 1 6 6 4 9
FATAL 1 1 1
TOTAL 35 17 18 17 17 28 8 27 19 16 16 19 15 18

JULY PDO 19 8 15 14 20 18 14 9 16 18 14 10 11 19
INJURY 5 7 7 8 5 4 5 5 4 4 6 6 9 5
FATAL 1 1 1 1 0
TOTAL 24 16 22 22 25 23 19 15 20 23 20 16 20 24

AUGUST PDO 14 11 22 10 5 17 20 6 16 11 15 8 11 11
INJURY 10 2 7 7 4 7 7 4 5 4 4 1 5 2
FATAL 0
TOTAL 24 13 29 17 9 24 27 10 21 15 19 9 16 13

SEPTEMBER PDO 24 16 20 16 12 12 13 4 13 9 5 8 11 7
INJURY 13 4 8 4 8 1 6 6 4 3 9 7 7 7
FATAL 1 1 0 0
TOTAL 38 20 28 20 21 13 19 10 17 12 14 15 18 14

OCTOBER PDO 17 15 13 20 16 17 44 27 13 21 13 9 12 25
INJURY 4 11 8 2 5 9 6 12 3 9 3 5 13 8
FATAL 0 0
TOTAL 21 26 21 22 21 26 50 39 16 30 16 14 25 33

NOVEMBER PDO 31 29 16 26 23 28 21 47 36 11 19 13 27 16
INJURY 10 10 8 13 10 9 8 13 12 8 5 7 11 6
FATAL 1 1 0
TOTAL 41 39 24 39 34 38 29 60 48 19 24 20 38 22

DECEMBER PDO 5 13 9 28 48 60 43 43 21 34 21 16 45 7
INJURY 13 4 4 11 15 22 10 17 3 19 5 10 16 6
FATAL 2 0 1 0
TOTAL 18 17 13 39 63 82 53 62 24 53 26 27 61 13

TOTAL PDO: 312 216 234 221 234 342 265 359 279 230 197 152 252 182
TOTAL INJURY: 149 91 92 80 91 113 82 123 84 85 74 107 103 84

TOTAL FATALITIES: 5 4 0 2 2 4 1 3 1 1 0 2 1 0
TOTAL COLLISIONS: 466 311 326 303 327 459 348 485 364 316 271 261 356 266
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Santa Cruz Area CHP SR-17 Citation Summary

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

January PCF 637 537 557 275 129 261 287 396 PCF 20 18 45 2 0 0 32 0

Other 235 120 192 148 106 92 68 84 Other 12 8 18 3 0 0 5 0

Mechanical 29 58 18 9 3 21 16 30 Mechanical 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 901 715 767 432 238 374 371 510 TOTAL 32 27 64 5 0 0 37 0

February PCF 526 392 550 359 166 271 303 420 PCF 41 22 30 63 40 0 24 0

Other 183 137 213 102 52 59 65 70 Other 29 8 5 17 2 1 5 0

Mechanical 7 69 9 32 29 7 10 19 Mechanical 0 5 0 13 1 0 0 0

TOTAL 716 598 717 493 247 337 378 509 TOTAL 70 35 35 93 43 1 29 0

March PCF 671 595 501 451 252 262 322 351 PCF 27 25 67 64 33 0 16 14

Other 252 173 202 117 66 73 44 42 Other 6 8 15 9 7 0 3 0

Mechanical 20 58 75 42 32 19 21 29 Mechanical 1 3 0 4 5 0 1 0

TOTAL 943 826 778 610 350 354 387 422 Total 34 36 82 77 45 0 20 14

April PCF 510 479 428 285 191 312 324 431 PCF 28 28 47 32 31 39 38 56

Other 228 154 229 76 56 63 86 49 Other 14 7 33 8 8 7 3 6

Mechanical 13 46 64 14 24 11 36 23 Mechanical 1 9 2 1 7 2 0 0

Total 751 679 721 375 271 386 446 503 Total 43 44 82 41 46 48 41 62

May PCF 568 448 345 369 233 454 429 505 PCF 44 28 13 48 35 31 24 64

Other 242 168 63 154 78 85 46 82 Other 20 9 7 8 10 3 12 4

Mechanical 10 53 55 26 47 22 69 14 Mechanical 0 4 0 3 4 1 2 0

Total 820 669 463 549 358 561 544 601 Total 64 41 20 59 49 35 38 68

June PCF 398 640 470 365 271 483 523 391 PCF 13 78 71 42 38 25 31 36

Other 215 225 131 152 88 73 42 68 Other 19 20 33 13 3 2 6 8

Mechanical 8 62 10 38 39 9 68 3 Mechanical 1 9 0 2 6 0 2 0

Total 621 927 611 555 398 565 633 462 Total 33 107 104 57 47 27 39 44

July PCF 468 359 303 302 266 396 446 378 PCF 18 43 46 43 7 26 27 49

Other 255 177 199 110 74 82 38 67 Other 13 17 32 16 1 1 2 8

Mechanical 6 61 13 44 59 7 82 4 Mechanical 0 13 2 6 2 0 1 0

Total 729 597 515 456 399 485 566 449 Total 31 73 110 65 10 27 30 57

August PCF 447 427 244 346 266 470 498 585 PCF 27 62 22 25 18 4 15 51

Other 240 198 206 167 47 89 84 35 Other 9 21 13 10 2 0 3 5

Mechanical 16 68 11 75 27 17 24 18 Mechanical 0 10 1 5 3 0 0 2

Total 703 693 461 588 340 576 606 638 Total 36 93 36 40 23 4 18 58

September PCF 487 494 359 402 265 424 389 472 PCF 22 35 47 31 22 5 14 46

Other 219 142 148 182 24 105 95 37 Other 11 5 16 8 2 3 1 5

Mechanical 10 57 12 5 43 18 32 18 Mechanical 0 2 0 0 1 0 1

Total 716 693 519 589 332 547 516 527 Total 33 42 63 39 25 8 15 52

October PCF 378 314 328 194 337 322 307 540 PCF 13 16 20 4 30 19 0 44

Other 233 152 155 93 30 79 47 47 Other 19 3 10 0 2 3 0 11

Mechanical 20 47 8 34 43 9 10 14 Mechanical 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 2

Total 631 513 518 321 410 410 364 601 Total 33 19 30 4 35 22 0 57

November PCF 512 557 274 209 590 270 267 449 PCF 34 29 6 11 134 11 0 49

Other 217 165 143 65 48 53 80 25 Other 27 9 6 4 7 3 0 4

Mechanical 18 59 13 47 75 10 15 18 Mechanical 2 6 0 0 15 1 0 5

Total 747 781 430 321 713 333 362 492 Total 63 44 12 15 156 15 0 58

December PCF 383 524 268 215 454 373 209 454 PCF 58 78 34 13 119 11 0 43

Other 140 153 167 100 45 64 65 43 Other 39 16 13 7 4 1 0 1

Mechanical 23 38 10 39 84 15 11 16 Mechanical 2 4 1 0 11 0 0 4

Total 546 715 445 354 583 452 285 513 Total 99 98 48 20 134 12 0 48

8824 8406 6945 5643 4639 5380 5458 6227 571 659 686 515 613 199 267 518

Regular Citations Overtime Citations
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Grant helps homeless veterans

NO REDEVELOPMENT?

Talking 
about the 

future

Local agency awarded $280,000 in federal funds
By JONDI GUMZ

jgumz@santacruzsentinel.com

SANTA CRUZ — A program to 
help homeless veterans find hous-
ing is working so well in Santa Cruz 
County that the federal government 
has just awarded more money to 
assist another 25 veterans.

The local grant for $280,395 comes 
from the Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Department’s Veterans 
Affairs Supportive Housing Program 
and is part of $46.2 million allocated 
nationwide to serve 6,790 veterans.

“HUD invited our agency to 
apply,” said Ken Cole, who heads 

the Housing Authority of Santa Cruz 
County. “We were very pleased to 
receive notice of the allocation 
yesterday. HUD rarely moves that 
quickly and our veterans, particu-
larly disabled men and women who 
have served our nation, deserve this 
new resource.”

The federal agency already has 
awarded funds to assist 60 veterans 
with housing in Santa Cruz County, 
with all but one “leased up,” accord-
ing to Jenny Panetta of the local 
housing authority.

The federal program provides a 
housing voucher and social services 
to help veterans re-establish them-

selves. 
“VA is committed to providing vet-

erans and their families with access 
to affordable housing and medical 
services that will help them get back 
on their feet,” said Veterans Admin-
istration Secretary Eric Shinseki.

The veterans program is similar to 
the federally funded Section 8 vouch-
er program. The voucher holder pays 
30 percent of his or her monthly 
adjusted gross income for rent, and 
the housing authority uses federal 
funds to subsidize the rent. The land-
lord agrees to charge a reasonable 

CHP class teaches safety to young drivers

Ideas bubble up at 
chamber symposium

By JONDI GUMZ
jgumz@santacruzsentinel.com

APTOS — A snack stand, natural 
history museum or hotel at Light-
house Field in Santa Cruz? A Google 
research park at the Wingspread 
property in Aptos? A convention 
center at the Santa Cruz flea mar-
ket? These ideas came out of a Fri-
day symposium on economic devel-
opment attended by 70 people.

The Santa Cruz Chamber of Com-
merce organized the discussion at 
the Seacliff Inn to start a conversa-
tion on how to increase jobs and 
personal income now that redevel-
opment agencies are in limbo.

“If we could agree on outcomes, we 
could share the work,” said chamber 
chief Bill Tysseling.

Those in attendance, a mix of gov-
ernment staff, elected officials, people 
working in the private sector, heard 
about the challenges cities face.

“The industrial vacancy rate in 
Watsonville is less than 1 percent,” 
said Kurt Overmyer, the city’s eco-
nomic development manager. “I get 
inquiries for space over 20,000 square 
feet every day.”

Santa Cruz economic develop-
ment coordinator Peter Koht noted 
Santa Cruz has vacant storefronts 
downtown but is known in Croatia 
for its beauty. Private equity firms 
are interested in Santa Cruz, added 
Mayor Ryan Coonerty.

“Our focus has to be over the 
hill — 10,000 engineers drive over 
the hill or telecommute,” said Los 
Gatos town manager Greg Larson, 
who lives in Santa Cruz.

“We’re underutilizing our prop-
erty,” said county development man-
ager David Dobson. “We have to do 
something if we’re going to compete 
with Texas, where I used to work.”

Dobson, who started his job in 
October, got a pink slip last Monday 
due to county budget woes; so did his 
assistant.

Tysseling challenged those in 

By EVAN MORRIS
newsroom@santacruzsentinel.com

SANTA CRUZ — Teens with driving permits and pro-
visional licenses could be viewed as a hazard on the 
road, but that stereotype may soon change thanks to the 
California Highway Patrol.

The Start Smart Program, a teenage driving safety 
class, teaches teens the rules of the road: not only how to 
drive defensively, but how to think defensively. 

The class, taught by officer Sarah Jackson, covers 
causes and common themes of collisions, the types of col-
lisions that occur in a crash — car-to-car, human-to-car 
and internal collisions, ways for teens to practice safe 
driving techniques and ways for parents to aid in their 
teen’s education and driving experience.

“The class makes younger drivers more aware, some-
thing we need in modern times,” said parent Brian Cur-
tis, who brought his daughter, Hayley, to the presenta-
tion.

The class stresses the relationship of short-term deci-
sions and long-term consequences through educational 
videos, public service announcements and group discus-
sions. Teenagers and their parents can come and educate 

START SMART

Sorting out the pieces of  the rise of  sea level
California has often been a leader in 

innovation and in stepping forward 
to deal with environmental issues. 

We took the lead in asking 
the National Academy of 
Sciences to conduct a study 
on the future of sea level 
rise and its effects along the 
California coast. Governors 
of Oregon and Washington 
then joined in sponsoring the 
study.

Much of the initial concern 
about how future sea level 
rise will affect the coast of 
California came from state 
agencies, Caltrans, Parks and 

Recreation, State Lands Commission, Boating 

and Waterways, the Coastal Commission, and 
others who were concerned with how their 
responsibilities, their planning or their facili-
ties or infrastructure would be affected by a 
rise in sea level of one, two, three or more feet 
over the next 50 to 100 years.

Beach-level park facilities like Seacliff State 
Beach have regularly been battered and dam-
aged by high tides and storm waves and sub-
sequently rebuilt. Caltrans has highways and 
bridges located within a few feet of sea level 
that are sometimes undermined.

The Coastal Commission makes decisions 
monthly on whether new development should 
be approved along low-lying sections of shore-
line or along eroding coastal bluffs, locations 
where retreat is an ongoing process.

Pleasure Point, Opal Cliffs and Depot Hill all 

are local examples of eroding cliff-top areas. 
Pot Belly Beach, Las Olas Drive and Beach 
Drive are beach-level developments that all 
have been damaged by past storm events 
occurring at times of elevated sea levels.

As sea level continues to slowly rise, the 
damaging events of the sort we have witnessed 
in the past when large waves arrived at times 
of elevated water levels will occur more fre-
quently. Property and structural damage can 
be expected to increase as well.

The questions that California, Oregon and 
Washington wanted answered by the National 
Research Council Committee were:

■ How much will each of the major contribu-
tors to sea level rise [ocean warming, melting 
of glaciers and ice sheets, etc.] add by the year 
2030, 2050 and 2100, and what are the uncertain-

ties involved with each?
■ How important are regional and local con-

tributions to sea level rise [such as El Niño 
events, storms, and coastal land motion, for 
example]?

■ What is known about climate-related 
increases in the size and frequency of storms 
and how they might affect sea level?

■ How will different coastal environments 
respond to sea level rise and increased stormi-
ness?

■ What role to different coastal environ-
ments or habitats, whether natural or restored, 
play in providing protection from future inun-
dation and wave attack?

In all honesty, there have been entire books 

More 
than 12 
veterans 
live at 
Red-
wood 
Com-
mons on 
Soquel 
Avenue.

DAN 
COYRO/

SENTINEL

JOHN WILLIAMS/SENTINEL

CHP offi cer Sarah Jackson talks to a class of teens and their parents, including Carl Churchfi eld, a CHP sergeant in Monterey, and Emily Churchfi eld, 16, 
Tuesday during the Start Smart program.

JOHN WILLIAMS/SENTINEL

Beth McKinnon and her son, Quinn Gerard, 18, watch a video about safe driving during the 
Start Smart class Tuesday. 

GARY
GRIGGS

Our Ocean 
Backyard

SEE CLASS ON B4 SEE FUTURE ON B4

SEE VETS ON B4

SEE GRIGGS ON B4
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Extra California Highway Patrol Hours Worked on Highway 17

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

JANUARY 0 84 0 0 0 6 0 30.5 32 0
FEBRUARY 8 20 0 0 0 90 28 0 24 0
MARCH 44 44 0 0 152 70.5 38.5 0 28 18
APRIL 0 0 0 0 232 42 20 36 28 88
MAY 116 0 0 0 180 42.5 3 66 42.5 86.5
JUNE 121 0 0 22 48 46 50 28 44 64
JULY 52 56 0 0 28 56 34 52.25 32.5 81
AUGUST 76 104 130.5 0 32 36 37.5 20 51 107
SEPTEMBER 40 8 204 0 52 28.5 33.5 34 25.5 84.5
OCTOBER 4 0 36 0 32 26 55 53.5 0 57
NOVEMBER 248 8 220 0 40 49.5 198 28 0 60
DECEMBER 200 382 0 0 32 72 239 50.5 0 54

TOTAL 909 706 590.5 22 828 565 736.5 398.75 307.5 700

Santa Cruz AreaSan Jose Area
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Wet Pavement Correction Project 

 

Wet Pavement Correction Project on Highway 17 (PM 0.0/2.8 Santa Clara County) – newly 
installed concrete barrier with movable barriers still in place. 

 

Movable barrier technology is being used for the Wet Pavement Correction Project which 
allows for quick barrier adjustments to create protected work spaces for night time 
construction crews. During the daytime, the barrier is moved back off the roadway to allow 
traffic to use all of the travel lanes. 
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 CO   Route   Postmile   E/A   Phase   Location Description   Type of Work  
 SCR   17   0.0 / 12.5   0G050_   Candidate   IN & NEAR SANTA CRUZ FROM JCT 1/17   HIGHWAY REHAB  
 Santa Cruz Rte 17 Rehab       SEP TO SANTA CRUZ/SANTA CLARA CO  

     LINE (KP 0.0/20.2)  

 SCR   17   0.0 / 12.5   0G170_   PID   ON ROUTE 17 BETWEEN RTE 17 & RTE 1   OP IMPROVEMENTS/INSTALL  
 ROUTE 17 TOS      SEP AND SUMMIT DR ON RTE 17 IN SANTA   TRAFFIC OPERATION SYSTEM  

    CRUZ CO FROM RTE 1/17 SEP TO SANTA   ROUTE 17 TOS  

      CLARA COUNTY LINE (KP 0.0/20.1)  

 SCR   17   0.7 / 12.5   0Q600_   PID   ON ROUTE 17, IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY, IN   STORM WATER MITIGATION  
 Hwy 17 Sediment Source Control      SANTA CRUZ BETWEEN 0.74 MI NORTH  

    ROUTE 1/17 SEPARATION AND SIMS ROAD  

 SCR   17   5.5   49380_   PID   RTE 17 AT GRANITE CREEK ROAD OC   RECONSTRUCT INTERCHANGE  
 GRANITE CREEK INTERCHANGE     BETWEEN GLENWOOD DRIVE -SB RAMPS  

   AND GRANITE CREEK ROAD (KP 8.85)  

 SCR   17   6.0 / 12.6   0L70U_   CONSTRUCTION  IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY IN AND NEAR   UPGRADE GUARD RAIL  
 SCr 17 Guardrail Upgrades   SCOTTS VALLEY AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS  

 FROM SANTAS VILLAGE ROAD TO THE  

  SANTA CLARA COUNTY LINE  

 SCR   17   6.1 / 6.6   0G400_   CONSTRUCTION IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY NEAR SCOTTS   CONSTRUCT CONCRETE BARRIER  
 Santa Village Road Guardrail     VALLEY FROM 0.3 MILE NORTH OF SANTAS  

   VILLAGE ROAD TO CRESCENT DRIVE  

 SCR   17   6.7 / 11.8   1C160_   PS&E/RW   PROJECT LOCATED ALONG HWY 17,   CRASH CUSHIONS  

      CRESCENT DRIVE TO CASA DEL 17   
      COUNTY STORE   

 SCR   17   7.0 / 7.3   0P810_   CONSTRUCTION IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY NEAR SCOTTS   CONSTRUCT SOLDIER PILE WALL  
 VINEHILL WET WEATHER IMPROVEMENTS    VALLEY FROM 0.1 MILE SOUTH OF WEST  

  VINEHILL ROAD TO 0.1 MI SOUTH OF  

   VINEHILL ROAD  

 SCR   17   8.2 / 10.1   0T980_   PID   ON ROUTE 17 BETWEEN 0.9 MILE NORTH   SHOULDER WIDENING AND  
 Santa Cruz 17 Shoulder Widening and Concrete Guardrail   OF VINEHILL ROAD AND 0.5 MILE SOUTH OF   CONCRETE GUARDRAIL  

 GLENWOOD DRIVE   

Caltrans Status of Projects Central Region District 5, Highway 17 - February 2012
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 CO   Route   Postmile   E/A   Phase   Location Description   Type of Work  
 SCR   17   9.4 / 9.9   1C180_   Candidate   IN SANTA CRUZ CUNTY NORTH OF LAUREL   SHOULDER WIDENING AND  
 Laurel Road Shoulder Widen      ROAD INTERSECTION, FOR 1/3 MILE IN THE   CONCRETE GUARDRAIL  

    NORTHBOUND DIRECTION   

 SCR   17   11.0   1A710_   PA&ED   IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY NEAR SCOTTS   CONSTRUCT RETAINING WALL  
 Summit Slide Repair       VALLEY AT 0.2 MILE NORTH OF GLENWOOD  

     DRIVE  

 SCR   17   11.0 / 11.0   1A520_   CONSTRUCTION IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY APPROXIMATELY   STABILIZE ROADWAY, REPAIR  
 Summit Slide -Emergency Force Account   1.5 MILES FROM THE SANTA CLARA   DRAINAGE, DRAIN SUBSURFACE  

 COUNTY LINE   WATER  

Minor B Projects*
 SCR   17  9.4  CONSTRUCTION IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY IN SOUTHBOUND DYNAMIC CURVE WARNING SIGN
Laurel Dynamic Curve Warning Sign DIRECTION NORTH OF LAUREL ROAD INTERSECTION

 SCR   17  9.4  IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY IN SOUTHBOUND PAVEMENT TREATMENT
Pavement Treatment DIRECTION AT LAUREL ROAD INTERSECTION AREA

* Provided by District 5, Traffic Safety Branch
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SIGALERTS
10/11 - 02/12
Highway 17

DATE TIME SIGALERT CMS 
Activated

Time CMS 
de/activated

Time 
Difference 

 (min)

10/04/11 1:21
Santa Cruz County, S 17 at Laurel Rd., right lane blocked due to overturned vehicle.
Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of 
opening.

Incident 
short

10/04/11 1:21
Santa Cruz County, S 17 at Laurel Rd., all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident was 5 
minutes.

Incident 
short

10/05/11 3:19
Clara County, Sb 17 just south of Big Moody, lane 1 is blocked due to flooding.
Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes.  There is no estimated time of 
opening. ?

10/05/11 4:37
Santa Clara County, Sb 17 just south of Big Moody, all lanes are now open. The duration of this 
incident was  78 minutes.

?

10/05/11 08:09

Santa Cruz County, N-17 at Laurel Rd, all lanes are blocked due to an injury accident.  S-17 lanes 
are slow due to CHP running traffic breaks.  Three CMS's have been activated.
Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of 
opening. Yes 8:00 -9

10/05/11 08:36

Santa Cruz County, N-17 still blocked due to a major injury accident at Laurel.  Traffic is now being 
diverted off at Granite Creek.  S-17 at Laurel, all lanes currently blocked also.
Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of 
opening. Yes

10/05/11 09:00
Santa Cruz County, N-17 at Granite Creek is still closed due to a major injury accident at Laurel.  S-
17 at Laurel, all lanes are now open. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate 
routes.  There is no estimated time of opening. Yes

10/5/2011 09:13
Santa Cruz County, N-17 at Laurel, all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident was 1 hour 
and 20  minutes.

Yes 9:11 -2

10/20/11 02:25 hrs
Santa Clara County, S-17 at Los Gatos Saratoga Road, the left lane is blocked due to a minor 
injury accident involving two vehicles. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate 
routes. There is no estimated time of opening. Yes 2:43 18

10/20/11 02:32 hrs Santa Clara County, S-17 at Los Gatos Saratoga Road, all lanes are blocked.
Yes

10/20/11 03:05 hrs
Santa Clara County, S-17 at Los Gatos Saratoga Road, all lanes are now open.  The duration of 
this incident was 42 minutes.

Yes 5:35 2:30

10/26/11 14:11
Santa Clara County, S-17, the right lane is closed from Bear Creek Rd. to Alma College Rd. until 
16:30 for emergency tree removal. Motorists are advised to expect delays. 4 CMS have been 
activated. Yes 14:10 -1Safe on 17/TOS, March 2012 Page 47



SIGALERTS
10/11 - 02/12
Highway 17

DATE TIME SIGALERT CMS 
Activated

Time CMS 
de/activated

Time 
Difference 

 (min)

10/26/11 14:20
Santa Clara County, S-17 at Bear Creek Rd., the roadwork has been canceled, all lanes are now 
open, all  CMS are off, TMT crews have been canceled.

Yes 14:19 -1

11/06/11 4:20
Santa Cruz County, S 17 both lanes blocked just north of Glenwood Dr., due to an accident.
Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of 
opening. Yes 4:22 2

11/06/11 5:40
Santa Cruz County, S 17 just north of Glenwood, all lanes are now open. The duration of this 
incident was 60 minutes.

Yes 5:29 -11

11/12/11 0149
Santa Cruz County, S-17 at Laurel Rd, Multi vehicle accident blocking #1 and 2 of 2 Motorists are 
advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening. Incident 

short

11/12/11 1:47
Santa Cruz County,  S 17 at Laurel Rd.,  both lanes blocked due to accident.  Motorists are advised 
to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening. Incident 

short

11/12/11 1:51
Santa Cruz County, S 17 at Laurel Rd.,all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident was 7 
minutes.

Incident 
short

11/23/11 15:53
Santa Clara County, S-17 at Redwood Estates, the right lane is blocked due to a disabled big rig 
truck pulling 2 trailers. 1 CMS on. Motorists are advised to expect delays. There is no estimated 
time of opening. Yes 15:53 0

11/23/11 16:29
Santa Clara County, S-17 at Redwood Estates, all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident 
was 60 minutes. Yes 16:28 -1

11/28/11 14:07
Santa Clara County, S-17 just north of Camden Ave., the 3 right lanes are blocked due to 2 vehicle 
collision. 1 CMS on. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes.  There is no 
estimated time of opening. Yes 13:55 -12

11/28/11 14:22
Santa Clara County, S-17 just north of Camden Ave., all lanes are now open. The duration of this 
incident was 30 minutes.

Yes 14:23 1

12/08/11 0119
Santa Cruz County,  N 17 at Vine Hill Rd. all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident was 
40 minutes.

?

12/09/11 0:39
Santa Cruz County,  N 17 all lanes blocked at Vine Hill Rd due to an overturned vehicle.  Motorists 
are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening.

?
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12/14/12 06:59
Santa Clara County, N-17 just North of Redwood Estates, the left lane is blocked due to a multiple 
vehicle accident. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no 
estimated time of opening. Yes 6:10 -49

12/14/11 07:04
Santa Clara County, N-17 just North of Redwood Estates, all lanes are now open. The duration of 
this incident was 19 minutes.

Yes 7:17 13

12/14/11 12:42
Santa Cruz County, S-17 just south of Glenwood Dr., the right lane is blocked due to a solo 
overturn injury collision. 1 CMS activated. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use 
alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening. ?

12/14/11 12:51
Santa Cruz County, S-17 just south of Glenwood Dr., all lanes are now open. The duration of this 
incident was 36 minutes.

?

12/16/11 11:38
Santa Clara County, North 17 at Summit Rd, the on ramp and # 2 lane are closed due to a big rig 
tipped sideways, trailer is empty and one CMS  activated for this incident. motorist are advised to 
expect delays, Unknown estimated time to reopen. Yes 11:15 -23

12/16/11 12:42 pm
Santa Clara County, North 17 at Summit Rd, all lanes are now open, the duration for this incident 
was 1 hour 11 minutes.

Yes 12:47 5

12/21/11 0533
Construction Closures on Hwy 17 - C17OA and C17IA are going to be picked up late. Estimated 
time for pick up is 7 a.m.

Yes

12/21/11 0605 Construction Closures on the 17 - C17OA and C17IA  have been picked up.
Yes

12/30/11 10:57

Santa Clara -Santa Cruz - Counties, South 17 south of Santa Cruz Av, all lanes are closed due to 
an overturned injury accident, four CMS on.
Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of 
opening. Yes 10:50 -7

12/30/11 11:04 Santa Clara -Santa Cruz - Counties, South 17 south of Santa Cruz Av, the right lane is now open.
Yes

12/30/11 11:48
Santa Clara -Santa Cruz - Counties, South 17 south of Santa Cruz Av, all lanes are now open, the 
duration of this incident was
55 minutes. Yes 11:48 0

01/17/12 09:46 hrs
Santa Clara County, N-17 just North of Lexington Reservoir,  The right lane is blocked to a multiple 
vehicle accident. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no 
estimated time of opening.

?
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01/17/12 10:40 hrs
Santa Clara County, N-17 just North of Lexington Reservoir, all lanes are now open. The duration 
of this incident was 56 minutes. ?

01/20/12 14:53
Santa Cruz County, N-17 just north of Laurel Rd., all lanes are now open. The duration of this 
incident was 50 minutes.

Yes 14:51 -2

01/21/12 11:46

Santa Clara County, S-17 just north of Summit Rd., the right lane is blocked due to a disabled 
transit bus with 30 passengers on board. Motorists are advised to expect delays. The  estimated 
time of opening is 12:30.

?

01/21/12 12:04
Santa Clara County, S-17 just north of Summit Rd., all lanes are now open. The duration 
of this incident was 42 minutes.

?

01/23/12 18:35 hrs.
Santa Clara County, S-17 just south of Hamilton, left lanes blocked due to an over-turned vehicle 
accident.  Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated 
time of opening.

Santa 
Clara

01/23/12 19:33 hrs.
Santa Clara County, S-17 just south of Hamilton, all lanes are now open. The duration of this 
incident was 68 minutes.

Santa 
Clara

01/25/12 13:56 hrs.
Santa Clara County, S-17 just north of Bear Creek, both lanes blocked due to over-turned  vehicle 
accident.  Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated 
time of opening. Yes 13:58 2

01/25/12 14:10 hrs.
Santa Clara County, S-17 just north of Bear Creek, over-turned vehicle accident have both lanes 
blocked. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated 
time of opening. Yes

01/25/12 15:18 hrs
Santa Clara County, S-17 just north of Bear Creek, all lanes are now open. The duration of this 
incident  was 82 minutes. Yes 15:18 0

02/10/12 23:43
Santa Cruz County,  S 17 at Laurel Curve  #1 lane blocked due to an over turn accident. and N 17 
at El Rancho Rd the #2 lane blocked due to accident. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to 
use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening.

02/11/12 0:10
Santa Cruz County, S 17 at Laurel Curve ,all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident was 
70  minutes.  N 17 at El Rancho Rd , all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident was 70 
minutes.

Safe on 17/TOS, March 2012 Page 50



SIGALERTS
10/11 - 02/12
Highway 17

DATE TIME SIGALERT CMS 
Activated

Time CMS 
de/activated

Time 
Difference 

 (min)

02/25/12 4:00
Santa Clara County, S 17 at Brush Rd., all lanes are blocked due to a multiple vehicle accident.
 Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of 
opening.

02/25/12 4:09
Santa Clara County, S 17 at Brush Rd., all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident was  9 
minutes.

02/26/12 20:10
Santa Cruz County, N-17 at Idylwild, NB lanes closed due to police action. SB lanes are open. 
Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of 
opening.

02/26/12 20:35
Santa Cruz County, N-17 at Idylwild, right lane NB still closed due to the police action. Motorists 
are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening.

02/26/12 20:54
Santa Cruz County, N-17 at Idylwild, both NB lanes are closed due to the police action.
 Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of 
opening.

02/26/12 21:43
Santa Cruz County, N-17 at Idylwild, all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident was 100 
minutes.

02/26/12 22:24
Santa Clara County, N 17 just north of Lark Ave., all lanes blocked due to an accident.  Motorists 
are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening.

02/26/12 22:46
Santa Clara County, N 17 just north of Lark Ave., lane 2 still blocked.  Lane 1 is open. Motorists 
are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening.

02/26/12 23:11
Santa Clara County, N 17 just north of Lark Ave. All lanes are now open. The duration of this 
incident was 47 minutes.
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09/23/11 4:30
San Mateo County, SR 1 at Devil Slide, both directions are blocked due to an overturned vehicle. 
Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes.  There is no estimated time of 
opening.

09/23/11 5:11
San Mateo County, SR 1 at Devil Slide, all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident was 65 
minutes.

1/21/12 4:12
San Mateo County, SR 1 just north of Ano Nuevo Reserve, both directions are blocked due to a tree 
down in the roadway. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is 
no estimated time of opening.

1/21/12 09:33
San Mateo County, SR 1 just north of Ano Nuevo Reserve, all lanes are now open, the duration for 
this incident was 5 hours 26 minutes.

2/9/12 19:14
San Mateo County,  S 1 just north of Fassler Ave., the left lane is blocked due to an injury traffic 
collision. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated 
time of opening.

2/9/12 19:46
San Mateo County,  S 1 just north of Fassler Ave. All lanes are now open. The duration of this 
incident was  31 minutes.
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Hwy 9
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09/09/11 22:39
Santa Clara County, N-SR9 Just South of Pierce, Large tree down and blocking North bound lanes. 
Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of 
opening.

09/10/11 1:53
Santa Clara County, SR 9 Just South of Pierce, Large tree down and blocking both directions. PG & 
E is on scene cutting tree. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes.

09/10/11 2:19
Santa Clara County, SR 9 Just South of Pierce, all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident 
was 3 hours 47 minutes.

09/12/11 06:37
Santa Clara County, West SR9 west of Hwy 17 is closed due o an injury accident.
Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes.
Estimated time of opening is 30 minutes.

09/12/11 07:18
Santa Clara County, West SR9 west of Hwy 17, all lanes are now open, the duration for this 
incident was 35 minutes

10/05/11 4:11
Santa Clara County, SR 9 at Redwood Gulch Rd., both directions are blocked by a tree.
Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes.  There is no estimated time of 
opening.

10/05/11 09:43
Santa Clara County, Hwy 9 just South of Redwood Gulch, all lanes were open at 05:33. The duration of this 
incident was 1 hour and 20 minutes

01/03/12 0035
Santa Clara County, SR9 at Booker Creek Rd, all lanes blocked due to an accident Motorists are 
advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening.

01/03/12 0115
Santa Clara County, SR9 at Booker Creek Rd all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident 
was 40 minutes.

02/08/12 13:44
Santa Clara County, SR-9 at Heather Heights Rd., all lanes are blocked due to a vehicle over the 
embankment.  Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no 
estimated time of opening.
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09/30/11 15:52
Santa Clara County, E 152 just west of Dinosaur Point, Pacheco Pass, the right lane is blocked to 
recover a truck that went over the side. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate 
routes.  There is no estimated time of opening.

09/30/11 18:17
Santa Clara County,   E 152 just west of Dinosaur Point, Pacheco Pass, all lanes are now open. The 
duration of this incident was 2 hours and 25 minutes.

10/11/11 13:25
Santa Clara County, E-152 east of Casa De Fruita, the right lane is blocked due to a spilled load of 
tomatoes. Motorists are advised to expect delays. There is no estimated time of opening.

10/12/11 14:30
Santa Clara County, E-152 east of Casa De Fruita, all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident 
was 120 minutes.

10/16/11 0513
Monterey County, W-152 Just East of Bell Station, all lanes blocked due to a tomato spill Motorists are 
advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening.

10/16/11 08:54
Monterey County, W-152 Just East of Bell Station, all lanes are now open, the duration for this incident 
was 3 hours 40 minuets.

11/21/11 02:55 hrs
Santa Clara County, W-152 just West of Sprig Lake, both W-152 lanes are blocked due to a tree down 
in the roadway. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no 
estimated time of opening.

11/21/11 03:19 hrs
Santa Clara County, WB/EB -152 just West of Bonfante Gardens, all lanes are blocked in both 
directions due to tree down in the roadway.

11/21/11 04:27 hrs
Santa Clara County, WB/EB -152 just West of Bonfante Gardens, all lanes are blocked in both 
directions due to tree down in the roadway.  The estimated time of opening is 0600 hours.

11/21/11 06:02 hrs
Santa Clara County, WB/EB -152 just West of Bonfante Gardens, all lanes are now open.  The duration 
of this incident was 4 hours and 4 minutes.
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12/01/11 0425
Santa Clara County, W-152 Just East of Mount Madonna, both East and West Lanes are blocked due to 
a down power line. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes.  There is no 
estimated time of opening.

12/01/11 0542
Santa Clara County, W-152 Just East of Mount Madonna, Westbound lane is blocked due to a tree 
fallen on a power line. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes.  There is no 
estimated time of opening.

12/01/11 0646
Santa Clara County, W-152 Just East of Mount Madonna all lanes are now open. The duration of this 
incident was  162 minutes.

12/16/11 11:21
Santa Clara/Santa Cruz Counties, SR-152 just east of the Mt. Madonna Inn, lanes are blocked due to a 
solo roll over injury collision. 2 CMS on.
Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of 

12/16/11 11:54
Santa Clara/Santa Cruz Counties, SR-152 just east of the Mt. Madonna Inn, one way traffic control 
now in place.

12/16/11 12:17
Santa Clara/Santa Cruz Counties, SR-152 just east of the Mt. Madonna Inn, all lanes are now open. 
The duration of this incident was 57 minutes.

01/03/12 16:38
Santa Clara County, SR-152 at Frazer Lake Rd., all lanes remain closed. The new estimated time of 
opening is 8:30 this evening. Motorists are advised to use alternate routes for their evening commute.

01/03/12 17:35
Santa Clara County, SR-152 at Frazer Lake Rd., all lanes are now open. The duration of this incident 
was 5 hours  10 minutes.

01/23/12 5:40
Santa Clara County,  E 152 1 mile east of Pole line Rd., East bound direction is blocked due to a tree in 
the roadway.  Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no 
estimated time of  opening.

01/23/12 7:33 hrs
Santa Clara County,  Eastbound SR-152 1 mile East of Pole line Rd., all lanes are now  open.  The 
duration of this incident was 1 hour and 50 minutes.
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01/23/12 0:11
Santa Clara County, SR 152  3 miles just east of Spring Lake, both directions are blocked  due to a 
tree in the roadway due to an accident. Motorists are advised to expect delays and to use alternate 
routes. There is no estimated time of opening.

01/23/12 3:09
Santa Clara County, SR 152  3 miles just east of Spring Lake, all lanes are now open. The duration of 
this incident was 2 hours and 49 minutes.

02/25/12 4:27
Monterey County,  SR 152 at Spring Lake is blocked due to an accident.  Motorists are advised to 
expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening.

02/25/12 4:27
Correction - Santa Clara County,SR 152 at Spring Lake is blocked due to an accident. Motorists are 
advised to expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening.

02/25/12 5:05
Santa Clara County,SR 152 at Sprig Lake is blocked due to an accident.  Motorists are advised to 
expect delays and to use alternate routes. There is no estimated time of opening.

02/25/12 06:45
Santa Clara County,SR 152 at Sprig Lake is now open, the duration for this incident 2 hours 17 
minutes.
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Collisions

9/1/2011 to 1/26/12
CMS # Rte Dir Location Message Day On Time On Day Off Time Off Duration

(Mins)
36 17 SB S-17 S/OF SANTA CRUZ AVE DISABLED BIG RIG AT IDYLWILD RD RIGHT LANE CLSD 09-01-11 07:34 09-01-11 09:07 93

24 85 SB S-85 N/OF POLLARD RD U/C ACCIDENT S-17 AT LARK AVE EXPECT DELAYS 09-04-11 23:48 09-04-11 11:52 -716

35 17 SB S-17 S/OF CAMPBELL AVE U/C ACCIDENT S-17 AT LARK AVE EXPECT DELAYS 09-04-11 23:48 09-04-11 11:52 -716

36 17 SB S-17 S/OF SANTA CRUZ AVE ACCIDENT S-17 AT SUMMIT RD LANE BLOCKED 09-15-11 16:44 09-15-11 17:09 25

38 1 N NB N-1 N/OF 41ST AVE O/C ACCIDENT N-17 AT LAUREL RD LANES BLOCKED 09-25-11 13:19 09-25-11 14:56 97

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT N-17 AT LAUREL RD LANES BLOCKED 09-25-11 13:20 09-25-11 14:56 96

19 17 NB N-17 N/OF LOS GATOS RD ACCIDENT S-101 AT COYOTE CREEK 2 LEFT LNS BLKD 09-26-11 12:53 09-26-11 13:13 20

24 85 SB S-85 N/OF POLLARD RD U/C ACCIDENT S-101 AT COYOTE CREEK 2 LEFT LNS BLKD 09-26-11 12:53 09-26-11 13:13 20

35 17 SB S-17 S/OF CAMPBELL AVE U/C ACCIDENT S-101 AT COYOTE CREEK 2 LEFT LNS BLKD 09-26-11 12:53 09-26-11 13:13 20

39 17 SB S-17 S/OF SUMMIT RD ACCIDENT AT SUGARLOAF RD RIGHT LANE BLKD 09-27-11 20:02 09-27-11 20:16 14

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT AHEAD EXPECT DELAYS 10-03-11 17:39 10-03-11 21:49 250

39 17 SB S-17 S/OF SUMMIT RD ACCIDENT AHEAD REDUCE SPEED 10-03-11 18:20 10-03-11 19:15 55

39 17 SB S-17 S/OF SUMMIT RD ACCIDENT AT LAUREL RD RIGHT LANE BLKD 10-03-11 22:44 10-03-11 23:39 55

39 17 SB S-17 S/OF SUMMIT RD CAUTION TREE IN RIGHT LANE 10-05-11 01:15 10-05-11 01:19 4

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT AT LAUREL RD EXPECT DELAYS 10-05-11 08:00 10-05-11 08:53 53

38 1 N NB N-1 N/OF 41ST AVE O/C ACCIDENT AT LAUREL RD EXPECT DELAYS 10-05-11 08:00 10-05-11 09:11 71

39 17 SB S-17 S/OF SUMMIT RD ACCIDENT AT LAUREL RD EXPECT DELAYS 10-05-11 08:00 10-05-11 09:00 60

38 1 N NB N-1 N/OF 41ST AVE O/C N-17 CLOSED AT GRANITE CREEK USE ALT ROUTES 10-05-11 08:28 10-05-11 09:11 43

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ROADWAY CLOSED AHEAD AT GRANITE CREEK 10-05-11 08:53 10-05-11 09:11 18

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT N-17 AT LAUREL RD EXPECT DELAYS 10-05-11 09:35 10-05-11 10:10 35

38 1 N NB N-1 N/OF 41ST AVE O/C ACCIDENT N-17 AT LAUREL RD EXPECT DELAYS 10-05-11 09:35 10-05-11 10:10 35

38 1 N NB N-1 N/OF 41ST AVE O/C CAUTION ACCIDENT AHEAD N-17 10-05-11 19:08 10-05-11 19:27 19

39 17 SB S-17 S/OF SUMMIT RD ACCIDENT AHEAD REDUCE SPEED 10-05-11 19:15 10-05-11 19:24 9

39 17 SB S-17 S/OF SUMMIT RD ACCIDENT BEFORE GLENWOOD RIGHT LANE BLKD 10-10-11 21:06 10-10-11 21:14 8

19 17 NB N-17 N/OF LOS GATOS RD ACCIDENT N-880 AT BASCOM LANES BLOCKED 10-13-11 23:18 10-14-11 04:36 318

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT AHEAD N-17 @ VINE HILL REDUCE SPEED 10-16-11 02:20 10-16-11 03:05 45

24 85 SB S-85 N/OF POLLARD RD U/C ACCIDENT S-17 AT SARATOGA RD ALL LANES BLKED 10-20-11 02:43 10-20-11 04:55 132

35 17 SB S-17 S/OF CAMPBELL AVE U/C ACCIDENT AHEAD AT SARATOGA RD ALL LANES BLKED 10-20-11 02:44 10-20-11 05:35 171

19 17 NB N-17 N/OF LOS GATOS RD ACCIDENT S-85 AT ALMADEN EXPWY LEFT LNS BLKD 10-29-11 15:56 10-29-11 16:28 32

24 85 SB S-85 N/OF POLLARD RD U/C ACCIDENT S-85 AT ALMADEN EXPWY LEFT LNS BLKD 10-29-11 15:56 10-29-11 16:28 32

35 17 SB S-17 S/OF CAMPBELL AVE U/C ACCIDENT S-85 AT ALMADEN EXPWY LEFT LNS BLKD 10-29-11 15:56 10-29-11 16:28 32

39 17 SB S-17 S/OF SUMMIT RD ACCIDENT AHEAD REDUCE SPEED 11-05-11 22:57 11-05-11 23:24 27

39 17 SB S-17 S/OF SUMMIT RD ACCIDENT AHEAD AT GLENWOOD LANES BLOCKED 11-06-11 04:22 11-06-11 05:39 77

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT AHEAD AT LAUREL RD RIGHT LANE BLKD 11-12-11 10:26 11-12-11 11:22 56

36 17 SB S-17 S/OF SANTA CRUZ AVE ACCIDENT AT SUMMIT RD LANES BLOCKED 11-15-11 15:47 11-15-11 15:52 5

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT AHEAD RIGHT LANE BLOCKED 11-18-11 22:05 11-18-11 22:28 23
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19 17 NB N-17 N/OF LOS GATOS RD ACCIDENT S-85 BEFORE ALMADEN LANES BLOCKED 11-22-11 12:54 11-22-11 13:48 54

24 85 SB S-85 N/OF POLLARD RD U/C ACCIDENT S-85 BEFORE ALMADEN LANES BLOCKED 11-22-11 12:54 11-22-11 13:48 54

24 85 SB S-85 N/OF POLLARD RD U/C ACCIDENT S-17 BEFORE HWY-9 LANES BLOCKED 11-23-11 10:41 11-23-11 10:47 6

35 17 SB S-17 S/OF CAMPBELL AVE U/C ACCIDENT S-17 BEFORE HWY-9 LANES BLOCKED 11-23-11 10:41 11-23-11 10:47 6

36 17 SB S-17 S/OF SANTA CRUZ AVE STALL AT REDOOD ESTATES RIGHT LANE BLKD 11-23-11 15:53 11-23-11 16:28 35

35 17 SB S-17 S/OF CAMPBELL AVE U/C ACCIDENT AT CAMDEN AVE LANES BLOCKED 11-28-11 13:55 11-28-11 14:23 28

24 85 SB S-85 N/OF POLLARD RD U/C ACCIDENT S-17 AT CAMDEN RIGHT LANES BLKD 11-28-11 14:09 11-28-11 14:11 2

24 85 SB S-85 N/OF POLLARD RD U/C ACCIDENT S-17 AT SANTA CRUZ AV EXPECT DELAYS 12-14-11 06:10 12-14-11 07:17 67

35 17 SB S-17 S/OF CAMPBELL AVE U/C ACCIDENT S-17 AT SANTA CRUZ AV EXPECT DELAYS 12-14-11 06:10 12-14-11 07:17 67

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT AHEAD AT SUMMIT RD LEFT LN BLOCKED 12-14-11 07:14 12-14-11 07:17 3

36 17 SB S-17 S/OF SANTA CRUZ AVE DISABLED VEHICLE AT IDYLWILD DR LEFT LANE BLCKD 12-14-11 08:32 12-14-11 09:02 30

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT AHEAD AT LAUREL ROAD RIGHT LANE CLSD 12-15-11 06:45 12-15-11 07:29 44

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT AHEAD AT LAUREL RD RIGHT LANE CLSD 12-15-11 06:46 12-15-11 07:30 44

39 17 SB S-17 S/OF SUMMIT RD ACCIDENT AHEAD AT GLENWOOD LEFT LN BLOCKED 12-15-11 09:20 12-15-11 09:27 7

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT AHEAD AT SUMMIT ROAD RIGHT LANE CLSD 12-16-11 11:15 12-16-11 12:47 92

36 17 SB S-17 S/OF SANTA CRUZ AVE STALL BEFORE SUMMIT RD RIGHT LANE BLKD 12-27-11 15:31 12-27-11 15:54 23

36 17 SB S-17 S/OF SANTA CRUZ AVE ACCIDENT AHEAD LANES BLOCKED REDUCE SPEED 12-30-11 10:50 12-30-11 11:48 58

23 85 NB N-85 N/OF RUSSO DRIVE PED O/C ACCIDENT S-17 AT BEAR CREEK LANES BLOCKED 12-30-11 10:54 12-30-11 11:48 54

35 17 SB S-17 S/OF CAMPBELL AVE U/C ACCIDENT S-17 AT BEAR CREEK LANES BLOCKED 12-30-11 10:54 12-30-11 11:48 54

34 17 NB N-17 S/OF SUMMIT RD ROADWORK TRAFFIC DETOUR AHEAD 01-10-12 21:21 01-11-12 05:36 495

19 17 NB N-17 N/OF LOS GATOS RD ACCIDENT S-280 PAST HWY-880 3 LANES BLOCKED 01-13-12 13:55 01-13-12 14:42 47

24 85 SB S-85 N/OF POLLARD RD U/C ACCIDENT S-280 PAST HWY-880 3 LANES BLOCKED 01-13-12 13:55 01-13-12 14:42 47

19 17 NB N-17 N/OF LOS GATOS RD ACCIDENT N-85 WINCHESTER BLVD LANES BLOCKED 01-14-12 15:57 01-14-12 18:15 138

35 17 SB S-17 S/OF CAMPBELL AVE U/C ACCIDENT N-85 WINCHESTER BLVD LANES BLOCKED 01-14-12 15:57 01-14-12 18:15 138

36 17 SB S-17 S/OF SANTA CRUZ AVE SOQUEL SAN JOSE ROAD CLOSED MAJOR DELAYS 01-18-12 17:12 01-18-12 18:08 56

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C SOQUEL SAN JOSE ROAD CLOSED MAJOR DELAYS 01-18-12 17:12 01-18-12 18:08 56

38 1 N NB N-1 N/OF 41ST AVE O/C SOQUEL SAN JOSE ROAD CLOSED MAJOR DELAYS 01-18-12 17:12 01-18-12 18:08 56

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT AT LAUREL RD LANES BLOCKED 01-20-12 14:01 01-20-12 14:51 50

37 17 NB N-17 S/OF GRANITE CREEK RD O/C ACCIDENT N-17 AT LAUREL RD LANES BLOCKED 01-22-12 15:16 01-22-12 15:34 18

36 17 SB S-17 S/OF SANTA CRUZ AVE ACCIDENT AHEAD RIGHT LANE BLOCKED 01-22-12 22:52 01-22-12 23:26 34

39 17 SB S-17 S/OF SUMMIT RD ACCIDENT AHEAD RIGHT LANE BLOCKED 01-22-12 22:52 01-22-12 23:26 34

36 17 SB S-17 S/OF SANTA CRUZ AVE ACCIDENT AHEAD LANES BLOCKED 01-25-12 13:58 01-25-12 15:18 80

24 85 SB S-85 N/OF POLLARD RD U/C ACCIDENT S-17 AT BEAR CREEK LANES BLOCKED 01-25-12 14:06 01-25-12 15:18 72

35 17 SB S-17 S/OF CAMPBELL AVE U/C ACCIDENT S-17 AT BEAR CREEK LANES BLOCKED 01-25-12 14:06 01-25-12 15:18 72
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	Nominator Name: Ginger Dykaar
	Phone Number: (831) 460-3213
	Email: gdykaar@sccrtc.org
	Nominators Physical Address 1: Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission,  
	Nominators Physical Address 2: 1523 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz, CA 95060
	Check one: X
	Name of Organization: Safe on 17 Task Force
	Organization Contact Name: Luis Mendez
	undefined: (831) 460-3212
	Email_2:  lmendez@sccrtc.org
	Phone: 
	Name of Nominated Person: 
	undefined_2: 
	Email_3: 
	Phone_2: 
	Name of Nominated Elected Official: 
	Title: 
	Staff Contact: 
	Staff Email: 
	Staff Phone: 
	FreewayExpressway  Multilane divided facilities with full or partial access control: 
	Interchange  Provides gradeseparated access between a local street and a freewayexpressway: 
	Conventional State Highway  State Highway that serves as a connector between communities while: X
	Local Street  A roadway with features such as traffic signals street lights and sidewalks: 
	Structure  Carries highway or rail traffic above or below a transportation facility or waterway: 
	TransitRail  Facilities which support bus transit light urban commuter intercity or freight rail: 
	Aviation  Airportrelated infrastructure including terminals runways and landside access: 
	PedestrianBicycle  Facilities which support bicycle pedestrian and equestrian modes of travel: 
	PortsMarine  Wharves buildings terminals portrelated rail facilities and landside access: 
	Other  Unique project not covered above: 
	Project Name: Safe on 17 Task Force
	public: Ongoing 
	Public Outreach  Stakeholder involvement andor public communications in support of: 
	Sustainable TransportationEnvironmental Enhancement  Program that implements policies or: 
	Operational Efficiency  Project or program that improves transportation operations through: X
	Other  Unique program not covered above: 
	Program Name: Safe on 17 Program
	Date Program became operational or was completed: Program became operational in 1999 and is ongoing.
	Team Members: Santa Cruz County California Highway Patrol (CHP) - Captain Matt Olson (831)662-0511 mattolson@chp.ca.gov
Santa Cruz County CHP - Public Information -  Officer Sarah Jackson (831)662-0511 sjackson@chp.ca.gov
San Jose CHP - Captain Amanda Snowden (408) 467-5400 asnowden@chp.ca.gov
San Jose CHP - Public Information - JaNean Reynolds (408) 467-5400 jreynolds@chp.ca.gov

Caltrans District 5 - Traffic Safety - Deb Larson (805) 441-5875 deb_larson@dot.ca.gov
Caltrans District 5 - Construction - Siobhan Saunders (831) 427 - 4857 siobhan_saunders@dot.ca.gov
Caltrans District 5 - Transportation Management Center - Jacques Van Zeventer (805) 549-3409 jacques_van_zeventer@dot.ca.gov
Caltrans District 5 - Maintenance - Tom Barnett (831) 476-1352 tom_barnett@dot.ca.gov
Caltrans District 5 - Public Information - Colin Jones (805) 549-3189 colin_jones@dot.ca.gov

Caltrans District 4 - Design - Shawn Enjily (510) 622-0747 shawn_enjily@dot.ca.gov
Caltrans District 4 - Traffic Safety - John Thomas  (510) 286-4444  john_m_thomas@dot.ca.gov
Caltrans District 4 - Transportation Management Center - Ramin Bolourchian (510) 286-4767 ramin_bolourchian@dot.ca.gov
Caltrans District 4 - Maintenance - Earl Sherman (408) 590-4611 earl_Sherman_III@dot.ca.gov
Caltrans District 4 - Public Information - Bernard Walik (510) 286-5705 bernard_walik@dot.ca.gov 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission - Joanna Fox (510) 817-5937 jfox@mtc.ca.gov

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission - Luis Mendez (831) 460-3212 lmendez@sccrtc.org
	125 Word Program Summary: The Safe on 17 Task Force was formed in 1999 to address the high collision rates on Highway 17 between the Cities of Santa Cruz and Los Gatos. The Task Force was convened to identify conditions and behaviors contributing to collisions on the Highway 17 corridor and to recommend and implement solutions. The Task Force strategies (including enhanced enforcement, engineering improvements and public education) have reduced the number of fatal and injury collisions by an average of 38% over the last 13 years from the preprogram average of 249.  In 2011, the fatal and injury collisions were the lowest on record during the project period at a total of 126, 49% lower than the preprogram average. This reduction translates into 123 less fatal and injury collisions and 205 less property damage only collisions on the Highway 17 Safety Corridor for 2011 compared to the preprogram average.
	Description: The Safe on 17 Task Force was formed in 1999 to address the high collision rates on Highway 17 between the Cities of Santa Cruz and Los Gatos. The Task Force was convened to identify conditions and behaviors contributing to collisions on the Highway 17 corridor and to recommend and implement solutions. The Task Force strategies (including enhanced enforcement, engineering improvements and public education) have reduced the number of fatal and injury collisions by an average of 38% over the last 13 years from the preprogram average of 249.  In 2011, the fatal and injury collisions were the lowest on record during the project period at a total of 126, 49% lower than the preprogram average. This reduction translates into 123 less fatal and injury collisions and 205 less property damage only collisions on the Highway 17 Safety Corridor for 2011 compared to the preprogram average.

The Safe on 17 Task Force is a partnership between many public agencies. Representatives include the Santa Cruz and San Jose California Highway Patrol (CHP), Caltrans Districts 4 and 5 (including Traffic Safety, Construction, Design, Transportation Management Center, Maintenance and Public Affairs), Metropolitan Transportation Commission Service Authority for Freeways and Expressways (MTC SAFE), Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission Service Authority for Freeways and Emergencies (RTC SAFE), local legislators, local media, and local police and fire departments. The Task Force is committed to meeting two times a year to leverage the resources of the group to work towards improving safety on Highway 17. 

The Task Force was initially funded by an Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) Grant to the CHP for the first three years (1999-2002). The achievements of the Task Force were so significant that members decided to continue to meet. Funding has been provided by RTC SAFE and MTC SAFE for extra CHP enforcement in the combined amount of $100,000 per year since 2002. This funding allows for approximately 1200 hours of additional enforcement by CHP per year on the Highway 17 Safety Corridor. Since the kick off of the Safe on 17 Task Force in 1999, Caltrans has spent over $31 million for safety program improvements and over $10 million for roadway preservation improvements on the Highway 17 Safety Corridor. Caltrans conducts and implements an impressive array of safety studies to identify innovative solutions for improving safety on CA Highways. Highway Safety Projects on Highway 17 implemented during the Safe on 17 project period include Laurel Curve Safety Project, Glenwood Curves Safety Projects, and the Wet Pavement Correction Project north of the summit which began construction in 2011. These projects and numerous others improved drainage, widened lanes and shoulders, installed retaining structures, and/or installed guardrail and median barriers in order to improve safety on this winding, mountain highway.  

The Safe on 17 Task Force is a stunning example of what can be achieved when people from a broad set of disciplines commit to working together for a common cause. The organizations and individuals that make up the Safe on 17 Task Force are extremely dedicated to improving safety on Highway 17. This group, due to its vast representation and achievements, is truly extraordinary and unique and their combined efforts continue to achieve impressive results in traffic safety.



